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Abs t r ac t

I n t h i s pape r , a spec i f i c aphas i o l og i ca l prob l em i s approached by means o f
conve r sa t i on ana l ys i s : t he va r y i ng man i f es t a t i ons o f agr amma t i sm i n t he
speech o f one pa t i en t . Accord i ng t o t he adap t a t i on t heor y by Ko l k and
Heeschen , (mos t ) agr amma t i cs have t he op t i on t o speak e i t he r i n comp l e t e
sen t ences (w i t h t he usua l prob l ems f am i l i a r t o any aphas i o l og i s t ) or t o r esor t t o
sys t ema t i ca l l y s i mp l i f i ed expr ess i ons ( ' t e l egr aph i c s t y l e ' ) . Two ep i sodes f rom
a conve r sa t i on be t ween an agr amma t i c pa t i en t and he r bes t f r i end a r e
ana l ysed - one ep i sode i n wh i ch t he pa t i en t uses ha rd l y any ' t e l egr ams ' and
one i n wh i ch t e l egr aph i c expr ess i ons f i gur e mor e cen t r a l l y . The cor e ques t i ons
a r e : Wha t i s ach i eved by r esor t i ng t o t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i n t a l k - i n - i n t e r ac t i on?
and ; How f a r does t he hea l t hy co - pa r t i c i pan t organ i ze he r conduc t con t i ngen t
on t he va r y i ng pr ac t i ces i n t he pa t i en t ' s speech? A f i r s t answe r sugges t s t ha t
t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i s a r esour ce f or mob i l i z i ng t he co - pa r t i c i pan t t o become mor e
engaged and t o prov i de mor e he l p and i s dep l oyed spec i f i ca l l y t o exp l o i t t h i s
f ea t ur e . I n t he ana l y t i c exp l i ca t i on o f t he ep i sodes , t urn by t urn , t urn componen t
by t urn componen t i s addr essed i n some de t a i l , t he r eby no t d i s r ega rd i ng any
obse r va t i on as i r r e l evan t a pr i or i . I t i s t h i s procedur e t ha t i s cen t r a l t o t he
po t en t i a l con t r i bu t i on o f CA t o aphas i o l ogy . I n t he cour se o f t he exp l i ca t i on
f ur t he r ques t i ons eme rge : I s t he no t i on o f ' t e l egr am ' mean i ng f u l w i t h i n an
i n t e r ac t i on - or i en t ed approach? I s t he r e va r i a t i on i n t he pa t i en t ' s speech no t
on l y ac ross occas i ons , bu t a l so ac ross co - pa r t i c i pan t s and ac ross se t t i ngs? The
process o f ana l ys i s o f t he ep i sodes i s i n f ormed by t wo doma i ns o f da t a : pr i or
aphas i o l og i ca l know l edge and t he expe r i ence and expe r t i se o f conve r sa t i on
ana l ys t s w i t h t a l k and conduc t i n i n t e r ac t i on among l anguage - un i mpa i r ed
speake r s . Comb i n i ng t he t wo l i nes o f r esea r ch i s no t s t r a i gh t f orwa rd : i t m i gh t
l ead t o comp l ex mu l t i va l en t cha r ac t e r i za t i ons o f some occur r ences i n t he da t a ,
spec i f i ca l l y t hose r e l a t ed t o t he ques t i on o f how f a r t he co - pa r t i c i pan t t r ea t s
t he pa t i en t as ' i mpa i r ed ' and how f a r she avo i ds t he exposur e o f l i ngu i s t i c
de f i c i enc i es i n t he pa t i en t .

I n t roduc t i on : goa l s , r esour ces and t he prob l em
Th i s pape r has t wo goa l s . One i s t o exp l or e and t o d i sp l ay one way i n wh i ch
conve r sa t i on ana l ys i s (CA) m i gh t be a r esour ce f or aphas i o l ogy . Wha t CA has t o
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o f f e r i s a corpus o f desc r i p t i on and ana l ys i s o f t he phenomena o f t a l k and o t he r
conduc t i n i n t e r ac t i on , deve l oped ove r some 35 yea r s ; some r e l a t i ve l y f orma l
cha r ac t e r i za t i ons o f t he pr ac t i ces by wh i ch t a l k - i n- i n t e r ac t i on i s co - cons t ruc t ed by
pa r t i c i pan t s and organ i za t i ons o f such pr ac t i ces ( such as t urn - t ak i ng , r epa i r , e t c . ) ;
and t echn i ques o f da t a co l l ec t i on , da t a pr epa r a t i on and da t a ana l ys i s wh i ch have

y i e l ded t h i s cumu l a t i ve corpus . The prom i sed con t r i bu t i on t o aphas i o l ogy i s
cons t i t u t ed by t he prospec t o f br i ng i ng t h i s corpus o f wor k t o bea r on t a l k and
o t he r conduc t i n i n t e r ac t i on wh i ch pr eva i l s i n t he wor l d o f aphas i o l ogy ' s c l i en t

popu l a t i on and / or i t s pr ac t i t i one r s , many o f whose pr eoccupa t i ons conce rn ,
pr ec i se l y , ' t a l k and o t he r conduc t i n i n t e r ac t i on ' .

The second goa l i s t o make some con t r i bu t i on t o t he unde r s t and i ng o f so - ca l l ed
' t e l egr aph i c speech ' , a f am i l i a r f ea t ur e o f t he speech o f some agr amma t i c aphas i cs .
He r e , t he r esour ces o f CA a r e j o i ned t o pas t wor k i n aphas i o l ogy unde r t he rubr i c
' adap t a t i on t heor y ' , w i t h t he goa l o f add i ng t o t he mor e d i f f use and gene r i c f ru i t s
o f t he f i r s t goa l a mor e f ocused and spec i f i c con t r i bu t i on t o an es t ab l i shed
aphas i o l og i ca l i n t e r es t . Wha t i s o f f e r ed i s no t an easy so l u t i on , bu t a hope f u l l y
prom i s i ng s t ep f orwa rd , and a sense o f a poss i b l e d i r ec t i on f or f ur t he r i nqu i r y .

Be l ow w i l l be pr esen t ed some background and or i en t a t i on t o adap t a t i on t heor y ,
t o t e l egr aph i c speech , and t o seve r a l f ea t ur es o f Ge rman gr amma r wh i ch w i l l f i gur e
i mpor t an t l y i n t he r ema i nde r o f t he pape r . Though l onge r t han t he au t hor s wou l d
pr e f e r i n t roduc t or y cons i de r a t i ons t o be , t hey enhance t he access i b i l i t y o f t he
d i scuss i on t o f o l l ow t o t h i s j ourna l ' s r eade r sh i p . The r ema i nde r o f t h i s sec t i on a i ms
t o prov i de a b i t o f or i en t a t i on t o CA wh i ch i s spec i f i ca l l y pr epa r a t or y t o i t s

dep l oymen t i n t he r ema i nde r o f t h i s pape r , w i t hou t dup l i ca t i ng t he background
prov i ded by t he ed i t or s o f t h i s spec i a l i ssue .

The f i r s t o f t he goa l s men t i oned above , as embod i ed i n t he pape r , may engende r
puz z l emen t and r es i s t ance i n some r eade r s , f or i t addr esses i n gr ea t de t a i l seve r a l
ep i sodes i n t he i n t e r ac t i on o f t wo pe r sons , one o f t hem an agr amma t i c aphas i c , t urn
by t urn - i ndeed , t urn componen t by t urn componen t . The r e i s a r a t i ona l e f or

proceed i ng i n t h i s way , howeve r , and i t i s cen t r a l t o t he con t r i bu t i on wh i ch CA
o f f e r s i n t h i s a r ea .

Un l i ke many o t he r genr es and f i e l ds o f d i sc i p l i ned i nqu i r y , wh i ch beg i n w i t h a
de f i ned v i ew o f wha t i s r e l evan t t o t he i r unde r t ak i ng and wha t i s no t , CA beg i ns
w i t h a comm i t men t t o exp l or e as r e l evan t any t h i ng wh i ch may be shown t o be
or i en t ed t o as r e l evan t by t he pa r t i c i pan t s i n t he i n t e r ac t i on , f or , i f i t was r e l evan t t o t he

pa r t i c i pan t s , i t may be shown poss i b l y t o have con t r i bu t ed t o t he cons t i t u t i on and

shap i ng o f t he i r conduc t and t he r eby t o t he cha r ac t e r and t r a j ec t or y o f t he
i n t e r ac t i on , a l l o f wh i ch i t i s our a i m t o unde r s t and . Fur t he rmor e , expe r i ence has
shown t ha t wha t pa r t i c i pan t s or i en t t o as r e l evan t i s r a r e l y access i b l e t o casua l
obse r va t i on , or t o ord i na r y or ve rnacu l a r concep t i ons o f wha t ' ma t t e r s ' .

Accord i ng l y , CA procedur e i s t o exam i ne a s t r e t ch o f i n t e r ac t i on r epea t ed l y ,
r eg i s t e r i ng wha t eve r occur r ences i n i t can be made ' obse r vab l e ' - t ha t i s ,
no t i ceab l e , desc r i bab l e , f ormu l a t ab l e , and so on , and t hen t o show wha t , i n t he
de t a i l o f t he t a l k and o f i t s con t ex t wh i ch has eme rged as obse r vab l e , i s a l ocus o f
orde r ; t ha t i s , wha t i s demons t r ab l y an or i en t ed - t o f ea t ur e o f t he se t t i ng ( i nc l ud i ng
t he pr eced i ng cour se o f t he i n t e r ac t i on as pa r t o f t he ' se t t i ng ' ) , wha t i s t r ea t ed as
a pa r t o f t he a r ena o f i n t e r ac t i on , wha t has been made a r esour ce f or accomp l i sh i ng
an ac t i on or f or i n t e rpr e t i ng t he conduc t o f ano t he r .

Pas t expe r i ence has shown t ha t t h i s procedur e can be r eve l a t or y i n br eak i ng
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t hrough t he r e l en t l ess f am i l i a r i t y o f ord i na r y i n t e r ac t i on t o desc r i be and spec i f y
ana l y t i ca l l y how i t ac t ua l l y i s pu t t oge t he r by t he pa r t i es i n ways l a rge l y i naccess i b l e
t o a r t i cu l a t e r e f l ec t i on . I n t he case o f t hose whose conduc t i s , on t he f ace o f i t , a t
va r i ance w i t h ord i na r y or ' norma l ' speech , ord i na r y up t ake , ord i na r y conduc t , and
so on , t he r e a r e i n t r i ns i c f ea t ur es o f t he se t t i ng wh i ch br eak t he b l i nke r s o f
f am i l i a r i t y i n unde r s t and i ng conduc t ; bu t t hose ' dev i a t i ons ' have t hemse l ves
become t he ob j ec t o f rou t i n i zed i n t e rpr e t a t i on and gr asp- whe t he r t he pro f es -
s i ona l i zed ' rou t i n i za t i on ' o f t hose whose occupa t i ona l comm i t men t i s t o dea l w i t h
and he l p such peop l e ( e . g . by way o f common a t t r i bu t es o f es t ab l i shed d i agnos t i c
ca t egor i es ) , or t he common - sense rou t i n i za t i on o f t hose who l i ve w i t h t hem or
adop t t he soc i e t y ' s and t he cu l t ur e ' s so - ca l l ed ' s t e r eo t ypes ' abou t t hem . He r e aga i n ,
t hen , t he r e may be some use i n br i ng i ng o t he r t oo l s o f ana l ys i s t o bea r wh i ch
addr ess t he o t he rw i se rou t i n i zed ob j ec t s o f s t udy f rom an ob l i que l y r e l a t ed
d i r ec t i on .

Do i ng t h i s i nvo l ves neu t r a l i z i ng our ord i na r y i nc l i na t i on t o d i sm i ss some t h i ngs
wh i ch happen i n i n t e r ac t i on as me r e ' no i se ' , as i r r e l evan t de t a i l , as r andom
va r i a t i on , as ' j us t manne r s o f speak i ng ' , and so on , t ha t i s , as occur r ences no t
wa r r an t i ng se r i ous i nves t i ga t i on . I t i nvo l ves en t e r t a i n i ng t he poss i b i l i t y t ha t each
obse r vab l e m i gh t ma t t e r , t r y i ng t o f i gur e ou t how i t m i gh t ma t t e r and f or wha t , and
t hen f i na l l y ask i ng whe t he r i t m i gh t ma t t e r f or t he spec i a l t op i c t o wh i ch we have
addr essed our se l ves .

Th i s i s rough l y how t he pr esen t au t hor s have proceeded i n do i ng t he wor k on
wh i ch i s r epor t ed i n t h i s pape r ( i n f ormed i n t h i s case , o f cour se , by t he r esu l t s o f
pas t wor k i n CA as we l l ) . Mos t o f t h i s t ex t wor ks i t s way t hrough seve r a l bounded
segmen t s o f i n t e r ac t i on be t ween an agr amma t i c aphas i c and he r f r i end - t he
bounda r i es o f t hese segmen t s t hemse l ves be i ng grounded i n t he or i en t a t i ons o f t he
pa r t i c i pan t s , embod i ed i n t he i r pr ac t i ces f or accomp l i sh i ng t he t a l k ; ana l ys i s s t a r t s
a t sequence s t a r t s , and s t ops a t poss i b l e sequence c l osur e , even i f t he ep i sode t urns
ou t t o have con t i nued . I f i t i s p l aus i b l e t o f i gur e t ha t t he va r i a t i on i n how
agr amma t i cs speak i s r e l a t ed t o , or con t i ngen t on , t he con t ex t and ex i genc i es
w i t h i n wh i ch t hey a r e speak i ng , t hen i t i s p l aus i b l e t o l ook f or t hem he r e - i n t he
momen t by momen t un f o l d i ng o f t he t a l k and i t s up t ake . The au t hor s urge t hose
r eade r s who a r e i r r i t a t ed by t h i s ' t urn- by- t urn , obse r vab l e - by- obse r vab l e ' f ea t ur e
o f t he t ex t t o pe r s i s t , and t o assess a t t he end whe t he r t he r e t urns y i e l ded by
proceed i ng i n t h i s f ash i on do no t encour age i t s con t i nued app l i ca t i on.

The l onge r t e rm prospec t i s t o comp l emen t t he neuro l og i ca l , psycho l og i ca l and
l i ngu i s t i c r esour ces o f aphas i o l ogy w i t h t hose o f an ana l y t i c appa r a t us wh i ch , f or
i t s purposes , mus t t r ea t eve r y poss i b l e obse r vab l e as po t en t i a l l y r e l evan t t o t he
organ i za t i on o f i n t e r ac t i on , and t he r e f or e t o t he unde r s t and i ng o f t he conduc t o f
t he agr amma t i c aphas i c and t he conve r sa t i ona l pa r t ne r w i t h i n t he pa r t i cu l a r
i n t e r ac t i on t ha t i s exam i ned . I f i t i s t he case t ha t t he l i ngu i s t i c pe r f ormance o f
aphas i cs mus t be unde r s t ood i n con t ex t , t hen sur e l y t he pr e- em i nen t con t ex t
i nvo l ved i s t a l k - i n- i n t e r ac t i on (whe t he r conve r sa t i on , t he r apy , e t c . ) , and t a l k - i n -
i n t e r ac t i on i n con t ex t i s j us t wha t CA s t ud i es . I n wha t f o l l ows nex t , t h i s
i n t e r sec t i on i s approached f rom t he aphas i o l og i ca l s i de .
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corn , t he second shows how t he corn i s grow i ng , t he t h i rd shows t he f a rme r
exam i n i ng t he corn ( and he i s obv i ous l y con t en t ) , t he f our t h ca r t oon shows t he
f a rme r t r anspor t i ng t he corn w i t h a t ruck . How W t o l d t he l i t t l e s t or y i s g i ven i n
examp l e I ( t he t r ansc r i p t i on i s rough because on l y t he gr amma t i ca l prope r t i es o f
W ' s agr amma t i sm a r e t o be exam i ned ) .

�����

Examp l e (1) : S t op ! t e l l i ng by agr amma t i c pa t i en t W :

��

01 � � da r Baue r sa t � (2 . 0) � de r Bau. r sa t (3 . 0) � da r Mann guok t / d i e / Ma is

t he f a rme r saws (2 . 0) � t he f a rme r sows � (3 . 0) � t he man l ooks / t h. / ma im

02 � � (1. 0) w i cha t &hm (4 . 0) de r Baue r i S t / de r / d i e Ma i sko l ben (C pa t i en t s i ghs ) )

(1 . 0) grows � a i i m (4 . 0) t he f a rme r ea t s � � � / t he / t he cobs

03 � be t r aoh t . t � (2 . 5) � ( ( pa t i en t s i ghs ) ) � da r Ba t t e r gnok t d i e Ma i sko l b . n an (1 . 0) a i i m

v i ews � (2 . 5) � ( (pa t i en t s i ghs ) ) � t he f a rme r l ooks a t t he cobs � � (1 . 0)

�

i bm

04 � � � de r Wagen � (0 . 8) � de r Wagen r enn t / zur / aba ve r kau f en � �

t he ca r � (0 . 8) � t he ca r

�

runs / t o- t ha / Abs t o - se l l - I NF

( ( s l ashes i nd i ca t e e r ror s , see a l so Append i x . I MP s t ands f or " i n f i n i t i ve " , see a l so

l i s t o f abbr ev i a t i ons , Append i x ) )

����

Th i s s t or y t e l l i ng shows a l l t he f ea t ur es o f agr amma t i c speech usua l l y desc r i bed
i n t ex t books :

" � i ncomp l e t e cons t ruc t i ons ( l i ne 1 : ' de r Baue r sa t / t he f a rme r son ' s ' r equ i r es an

ob j ec t ; l i ne 2 : t he ve rb f orm ' wächs t / grows ' has no r ecogn i zab l e sub j ec t ; l i ne 3 :
t he ve rb f orm ' be t r ach t e t / v i ews ' has no ob j ec t ) ;

" � m i scons t ruc t i ons ( l i ne 4 : ' de r Wagen r enn t zur ähm ve r kau f en ' - j us t as

hope l ess as t he Eng l i sh t r ans l a t i on ) ;
" � i ncor r ec t f unc t i on words ( l i ne 1 : ' / d i e / Ma i s ' ; t he gende r o f t he a r t i c l e i s wrong

[Ge rman de f i n i t e a r t i c l es a r e ma r ked f or gende r , case , and numbe r ] ; l i ne 4 : i f an
i n f i n i t i ve l i ke ' ve r kau f en ' i s subs t an t i v i zed , t hen i t a l ways has neu t r a l gende r
[das Ve r kau f en ] ; t he pa t i en t uses ' zur ' - a con t r ac t i on o f t he pr epos i t i on ' zu '
and t he f em i n i ne da t i ve s i ngu l a r a r t i c l e ' de r ' - ano t he r gende r e r ror ) ;

" � one f ea t ur e wh i ch usua l l y f i gur es cen t r a l l y i n agr amma t i c speech - om i ss i on o f
gr amma t i ca l morphemes - i s no t pr esen t i n t h i s exce rp t . Bu t t he r e i s an
abundance o f om i ss i ons i n o t he r exce rp t s f rom t h i s pa t i en t , f or examp l e i n
desc r i b i ng ano t he r ca r t oon s t or y show i ng how a burg l a r t r i es t o en t e r a house
t hrough t he w i ndow ( examp l e 2) .

�����

Examp l e (2) :

��

W: � E i nbr aahe r s t e i g t

�

Fans t e r

burg l a r � c l i mbs � w i ndow
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He r e t he a r t i c l e f or ' E i nbr eche r / burg l a r ' i s om i t t ed as we l l as t he pr epos i t i on and
a r t i c l e f or ' Fens t e r / w i ndow ' : i t shou l d be ' dur ch das Fens t e r / t hrou , gh t he w i ndow ' .

To summa r i ze , t he speech o f pa t i en t W d i sp l ays a l l t he f ea t ur es t ha t a r e usua l l y
desc r i bed as t yp i ca l o f agr amma t i c speech ( a t l eas t f or t he ma j or Wes t e rn European
l anguages ) :

" om i ss i on o f f unc t i on words
" subs t i t u t i on o f f unc t i on words
" br eak - o f f s o f cons t ruc t i ons
" i ncor r ec t cons t ruc t i ons .

The f ac t t ha t no t on l y t he om i ss i on o f f unc t i on words (or o f gr amma t i ca l
morphemes i n gene r a l ) bu t a l so subs t i t u t i ons a r e cha r ac t e r i s t i c o f agr amma t i c
speech has l ong been known and had a l r eady been d i scussed i n t he ' c l ass i ca l '
neuro l og i ca l l i t e r a t ur e a t t he beg i nn i ng o f t h i s cen t ur y (De B l ese r 1987) . Cap l an
(1987 , p . 278- 279) con f i rms t h i s i dea , and t he i nves t i ga t i ons o f e l i c i t ed agr amma t i c
speech by Ko l k and Heeschen (1992) and by Heeschen (1985) i ndeed show t ha t
agr amma t i cs produce no f ewe r subs t i t u t i ons t han We rn i cke ' s (or conduc t i on )
aphas i cs ; f or expe r i men t a l r esu l t s po i n t i ng t o t he same d i r ec t i on see Haa rmann and
Ko l k (1992) .

Howeve r , as shown by Ko l k and Heeschen and co l l abor a t or s t h i s i s on l y ha l f t he
p i c t ur e . I n i n f orma l conve r sa t i ona l se t t i ngs ( f or examp l e a cha t ove r co f f ee dur i ng
a br eak i n an expe r i men t a l sess i on ) t he same pa t i en t can expr ess h i m / he r se l f i n a
qu i t e d i f f e r en t way . The f o l l ow i ng samp l e comes f rom a conve r sa t i on be t ween
pa t i en t W and t he f i r s t au t hor i n t he same sess i on i n wh i ch she was asked t o t e l l t he
ca r t oon s t or i es . The sess i on t ook p l ace shor t l y a f t e r t he Chr i s t mas and New Yea r
ho l i days .

����

Examp l e (3) : Fmm a conve r sa t i on be t ween pa t i en t Wand f i r s t au t hor

��

( ( H i s se r ved a cup o f co f f ee and t akes a s i p ) )

01 W : zu � s t a r k

�

qemaoh t ?
t oo s t rong l y made - PAST PRC? (PAST PRC s t ands f or pas t pa r t i c i p l e )

02 H : Wee , daa i s t achon i n Ordnung .
No , � t ha t i s PRT � OR . � ( (PRT s t ands f or un t r ans l a t ab l e pa r t i o l es , s . a l so

l i s t

�

o f sbbr . v i a t i ons , Append i x , and Append i x ) )

03 (3 . 0)
04 H : Wa r en S i c kür z l i ch � be i m

�

Ar z t ?

We r e you - POL r ecen t l y a t - t he phys i c i an?

( ( " a t - t he ' i nd i ca t es t he con t r ac t i on o f t he pr epos i t i on and t he a r t i c l e i n Ge rman , see

a l so Append i x ; POL s t ands f or t he po l i t e addr ess f orm , se a l so l i s t o f

abbr ev i a t i ons , Append i x ) )
05 W: Zwe i , dr e i Wochen - Au f ze i chrn i ngen .

Two , t hr ee weeks

�

r ecord i ngs .
06 H : S i . me i nen EEG?

You - POL mean KEG?
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��

07 W: Ja , ha , àh , (1 . 0) w i e r t e ] . Jahr !

Yes , hm au , (1 . 0) qua r t e r o f a yea r !

08 H: Ach so , a i l s dr e i Mona t e . Zwe i Wochen wa r e auch e i r z b i Sohen v i a l .

Oh so , � eve r y t hr ee mon t hs . Two weeks wou l d PR ! ? a b i t

�

much .

09 (4 . 0 )

10 H: Was haben S i c denn übe r We i hnach t en und N. u j ahr g. mach t ?

Wha t have you PR ! ? ove r Chr i s t mas and New Yea r done?

11 W: We i hnach t en h i e r , Be t t i na und ' round , � Cans , Sohwe i nbr a t en äh Cans gegessen .

Chr i s t mas � he r e , Be t t i na and boy- f r i end , goose , por k � i h goose ea t en.

( (Be t t i na2 i s daugh t e r o f W) )

���

Be f or e ca l l i ng a t t en t i on t o seve r a l no t ewor t hy f ea t ur es o f t h i s exchange , i t w i l l be
use f u l t o o f f e r a f ew r ema r ks on Ge rman gr amma r (mor e i s g i ven i n t he Append i x
and a t va r i ous po i n t s i n t he pape r , whe r e necessa r y ) .

(1) � I n spoken Ge rman , t he pe r f ec t t ense i s used l i ke t he pr e t e r i t e : ' I ch wa r i n
Ame r i ka / I was i n Ame r i ca ' and ' I ch b i n i n Ame r i ka gewesen / I have i n Ame r i ca
been ' have mor e or l ess t he same mean i ng . Th i s i s , o f cour se , an ove r s i mp l i -
f i ca t i on ; bu t i t i s good enough f or t he pr esen t purposes ( f or mor e de t a i l s see
K l e i n and Va t e r 1998) .

(2) � Ge rman word orde r i s r e l a t i ve l y f r ee excep t f or ve rbs . A f i n i t e ve rb f orm ( i . e .
a ve rb ma r ked f or t ense and pe r son ) has t o appea r i n second pos i t i on . Non -
f i n i t e ve rb f orms ( i n f i n i t i ves , pa r t i c i p l es ) have t o appea r a t t he end o f t he c l ause .
Th i s ho l ds f or ma i n c l auses ; i n subord i na t e c l auses t he f i n i t e ve rb f orm has t o

appea r a t t he end . Th i s i s , i n many r espec t s , s i m i l a r t o some f am i l i a r r eg i s t e r s
o f Eng l i sh . I n B i b l e t r ans l a t i ons s t i l l used t oday , f or examp l e , one can f i nd

expr ess i ons l i ke ' s i x days sha l t t hou l abour ' (Exodus 20 : 9 i n B i b l e 1982) .
(3) � Spoken Ge rman i s ve r y r i ch i n pa r t i c l es . The i r con t r i bu t i on t o mean i ng i s ve r y

sub t l e and canno t be cap t ur ed by any d i r ec t t r ans l a t i on i n t o Eng l i sh . I n t he

t r ansc r i p t s , a l l pa r t i c l es a r e i nd i ca t ed by PRT . These pa r t i c l es a r e exp l a i ned and
ana l ysed i n t he ma i n t ex t .

As Eng l i sh i s no t t ha t d i f f e r en t f rom Ge rman , t he t r ansc r i p t s i n t h i s pape r
prov i de a word - by - word t r ans l a t i on o f t he or i g i na l t ex t . Some t i mes exp l ana t or y
i nd i ca t i ons a r e a t t ached ( as , f or examp l e , PAST PRC = pas t pa r t i c i p l e ; a l i s t o f
abbr ev i a t i ons i s i nc l uded i n t he Append i x ) . Some t i mes , when t he word - by - word
t r ans l a t i on cou l d be con f us i ng or i naccess i b l e , a t h i rd l i ne o f t r ansc r i p t i s prov i ded
w i t h an i d i oma t i c Eng l i sh t r ans l a t i on . For mor e on t r ans l a t i on , see t he Append i x .

The speech used by pa t i en t w i n t he conve r sa t i on i n examp l e 3 i s s t r i k i ng l y
d i f f e r en t f rom he r speech i n t he ca r t oon s t or y - t e l l i ng i n t he t es t i ng s i t ua t i on i n

examp l e 1 . I ns t ead o f a t t emp t i ng t o cons t ruc t comp l e t e sen t ences , she expr esses

���

2 A l l names o f pe r sons i n t he t r ansc r i p t i ons a r e changed . The Ge rman da t a pro t ec t i on l aws a r e so
seve r e t ha t t he au t hor s cou l d no t even i nd i ca t e t he yea r i n wh i ch t he conve r sa t i ons t ook p l ace because
t he yea r p l us even t s r epor t ed i n t he conve r sa t i ons cou l d , i n pr i nc i p l e , l ead t o t he i den t i f i ca t i on o f

pe r sons i nvo l ved .
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he r se l f i n f r agmen t s , i n subsen t en t i a l un i t s ( t ha t i s , i n u t t e r ances wh i ch - f rom a
norma t i ve po i n t o f v i ew- a r e i ncomp l e t e ; mos t no t ab l y , t hey do no t con t a i n f i n i t e
ve rbs ) . Th i s t ype o f agr amma t i c speech i s a l mos t exc l us i ve l y cha r ac t e r i zed by
om i ss i ons and i s t r ad i t i ona l l y r e f e r r ed t o as ' t e l egr aph i c s t y l e ' . I t sur e l y appea r s t o
be a sor t o f s i mp l i f i ca t i on . How sha l l W ' s unde r t ak i ng t o speak i n comp l e t e
sen t ences i n t e l l i ng t he ca r t oon s t or y be unde r s t ood? How sha l l he r use o f t he

t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i n i n f orma l conve r sa t i on be unde r s t ood? Wha t i s t he ou t come o f
t he use o f t e l egr aph i c t a l k? Wha t does W ach i eve? And how i s t he i n t e r ac t i on o f
t he hea l t hy co - pa r t i c i pan t organ i zed i n r esponse t o t he d i f f e r en t ways i n wh i ch an
agr amma t i c pa t i en t expr esses h i m / he r se l f ? These a r e t he t ypes o f ques t i ons and
i ssues exp l or ed i n t h i s pape r by ana l ys i ng t wo exce rp t s f rom ano t he r agr amma t i c
pa t i en t . Howeve r , some f ur t he r r ema r ks on t e l egr aph i c s t y l e a r e f i r s t necessa r y .

The t e rms ' agr amma t i c ' and ' t e l egr aph i c ' a r e no t i n t e r changeab l e . I n keep i ng
w i t h t he vas t ma j or i t y o f t he l i t e r a t ur e , ' agr amma t i c / agr amma t i sm ' i s used by t he
au t hor s as deno t i ng prob l ems w i t h t he gr amma t i ca l organ i za t i on o f u t t e r ances i n
non - f l uen t aphas i cs . These prob l ems can man i f es t t hemse l ves i n va r i ous ways , o f
wh i ch ' t e l egr aph i c s t y l e ' i s j us t one .

Ko l k and Heeschen and co l l abor a t or s have exam i ned l a rge numbe r s o f
t e l egr aph i c u t t e r ances by agr amma t i cs i n Du t ch and Ge rman as t hey occur r ed i n
i n f orma l conve r sa t i ons (mos t l y w i t h pro f ess i ona l aphas i o l og i s t s ) . They we r e ab l e
t o show t ha t t he om i ss i ons used i n t e l egr aph i c s t y l e a r e o f a ve r y sys t ema t i c
cha r ac t e r : t hey l ead t o expr ess i ons wh i ch a l so occur i n t he casua l speech o f norma l

peop l e . These norma l ' r educed ' expr ess i ons we r e ca l l ed ' con t ex t ua l e l l i pses ' by
C l a r k and C l a r k (1977) . These e l l i pses a r e se l f - con t a i ned ; t hey do no t r esu l t f rom
r educ t i on ope r a t i ons on pr eced i ng ve rba l ma t e r i a l ( as , f or examp l e , ' and I w i ne ' as

pa r t o f t he coord i na t i on ' Pe t e r l i kes bee r and I w i ne ' ) . C l a r k and C l a r k ' s de f i n i t i on
as adop t ed by Ko l k and Heeschen a l so exc l udes i mmed i a t e r esponses t o cons t i t uen t
ques t i ons ; f or examp l e , A : Whe r e do you come f rom? B : ( F rom) Be r l i n . (Th i s
de f i n i t i on o f ' e l l i ps i s / t e l egr am ' i s no t unprob l ema t i c i n exam i n i ng t he speech o f

agr amma t i c aphas i cs f rom a conve r sa t i on ana l y t i c po i n t o f v i ew ; t h i s i ssue i s
addr essed l a t e r . ) An ope r a t i ona l de f i n i t i on o f a ' t e l egr am ' or an e l l i ps i s was

proposed by Ho f s t ede (1992) : any expr ess i on w i t hou t a f i n i t e ve rb f orm ( and t ha t
i s a f or t i or i a l so any expr ess i on w i t hou t any ve rb f orm a t a l l ) i s cons i de r ed t o be a

t e l egr am or a con t ex t ua l e l l i ps i s excep t i mmed i a t e r esponses t o ques t i ons . Mak i ng
t he absence o f a f i n i t e ve rb f orm c r i t e r i a l f or t he c l ass i f i ca t i on o f an expr ess i on as
t e l egr aph i c - e l l i p t i c ( a t l eas t f or Du t ch and Ge rman ) was based on t heor e t i ca l -
l i ngu i s t i c cons i de r a t i ons pu t f orwa rd by K l e i n (1985) , show i ng t ha t many o f t he
r egu l a r i t i es and cons t r a i n t s on t he we l l - f ormedness o f con t ex t ua l e l l i pses cen t r e
a round t he absence o f f i n i t eness . The pr esen t pape r i ncorpor a t es Ho f s t ede ' s pro -
posa l , w i t h t he t e rms ' t e l egr am / t e l egr aph i c ' be i ng used i n t he con t ex t o f aphas i a .

Tha t sa i d , wor k by Ko l k and Heeschen and by Ho f s t ede showed no t on l y t ha t

agr amma t i c t e l egr ams a r e s t ruc t ur a l l y i den t i ca l t o norma l con t ex t ua l e l l i pses , bu t
a l so t ha t t hey a r e pe r f ec t l y cor r ec t ( l eav i ng as i de 3- 5 % e r ror s r e l a t ed t o t he t o t a l
o f gr amma t i ca l morphemes - - a numbe r wh i ch does no t exceed t he r a t e o f e r ror s i n
t he speech o f un i mpa i r ed speake r s ) .

The f ac t t ha t agr amma t i c t e l egr aph i c / e l l i p t i c u t t e r ances a r e cor r ec t i s no t t r i v i a l

( accord i ng t o t he mo t t o ' wha t i s om i t t ed canno t be wrong ' ) because t hey r equ i r e
t he obse r va t i on o f some r e f i ned pecu l i a r i t i es o f Ge rman gr amma r . To men t i on j us t
t he t wo mos t consp i cuous examp l es :
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Word orde r

As exp l a i ned above , non - f i n i t e ve rb f orms have t o appea r a t t he end o f a ma i n
c l ause . An i nspec t i on o f W ' s u t t e r ances i n l i ne I and l i ne I I i n examp l e 3 shows t ha t
she i ndeed obse r ves t h i s r egu l a r i t y f or t he pas t pa r t i c i p l es . To g i ve an examp l e f or
t he subs t i t u t i on o f t he f i n i t e ve rb f orm by t he i n f i n i t i ve f rom ano t he r pa t i en t : t he

pa t i en t K , wh i l e r ecoun t i ng h i s morn i ng rou t i nes , used t he f o l l ow i ng expr ess i ons
( i n wh i ch ' urn sechse ' , ' u f f s t ehn ' and ' denn ' a r e ' Be r l i n i sms ' f or H i gh Ge rman
' urn sechs ' , ' au f s t ehn ' and ' dann ' ) .

���

Examp l e (4) :

��

" . . . . um sechse u f f s t ehn , deon duschen , und denn Ka f f ee t r i nken " .

a t s i x o ' c l ock t o - ge t - up- I NF , t hen t o - t ake- a - showe r - I NF , and t hen
co f f ee t o - dr i nk - I NF

( f or t he Eng l i sh " t o t ake a showe r " , Ge rman needs on l y one ve rb " duschen " )

���

The Ge rman pr e f i xed ve rbs l i ke ' au f s t ehn ' r equ i r e a shor t exp l ana t i on : t hese

pr e f i xes a r e sepa r ab l e , t ha t i s , i f t he ve rb i s f i n i t e (ma r ked f or t ense and pe r son ) ,
t hen t he ve rb has t o appea r i n second pos i t i on ( as no t ed above ) , bu t t he pr e f i x a t
t he end o f t he c l ause ( ' I ch s t ehe urn sechs au f / I ge t a t s i x up ' ) . I n non - f i n i t e f orms
t he pr e f i x pr ecedes t he ve rb s t em ; pr e f i x and ve rb a r e con t r ac t ed i n t o one

phono l og i ca l word . I n examp l e 4 , pa t i en t K does no t i n f l ec t t he ve rbs , and t hey a l l

appea r - cor r ec t l y - - a t t he end o f t he c l auses , and t he sepa r ab l e pr e f i x ' au f - ' i s
cor r ec t l y comb i ned w i t h t he i n f i n i t i va l f orm .

��

I n f l ec t i on o f a t t r i bu t i ve ad j ec t i ves

A t t r i bu t i ve ad j ec t i ves i n Ge rman t ake on su f f i xes depend i ng on t he gende r , case ,
and numbe r o f t he mod i f i ed noun . Howeve r , t hese su f f i xes a r e d i f f e r en t depend i ng
on whe t he r a de f i n i t e a r t i c l e pr ecedes or does no t pr ecede t he cons t ruc t i on . Thus ,
i t mus t be ' de r ande r e Pa t i en t / t he o t he r pa t i en t ' , bu t ' ande r e r Pa t i en t / o t he r pa t i en t '
(whe r e ' de r ' i s t he de f i n i t e a r t i c l e ' t he - masc . sg . nom ' ) . Ar t i c l es be l ong t o t he
e l emen t s wh i ch a r e mos t o f t en om i t t ed i n t e l egr aph i c speech ( and a l so i n e l l i p t i c
expr ess i ons as used by norma l s ) . Surpr i s i ng l y , Ko l k and Heeschen v i r t ua l l y neve r
f ound i ncor r ec t ad j ec t i ve i n f l ec t i ons i n agr amma t i c t e l egr ams a f t e r om i ss i on o f t he
a r t i c l e ; t ha t i s , t he cons t ruc t i on o f t he noun phr ase i ncorpor a t ed om i ss i on o f t he
de f i n i t e a r t i c l e .

These examp l es a r e i n t roduced he r e t o i l l us t r a t e t he po i n t t ha t t e l egr ams / e l l i pses
do no t s i mp l y r esu l t f rom t he om i ss i on o f some e l emen t s w i t h t he r ema i n i ng pa r t s
o f t he u t t e r ance be i ng t he same , bu t t ha t t hey i nvo l ve a d i f f e r en t u t t e r ance
cons t ruc t i on and organ i za t i on ( i . e . t e l egr ams a r e no t s i mp l e r j us t because t hey a r e
shor t e r ) . I n keep i ng w i t h mos t cur r en t mode l s o f l anguage produc t i on ( see Leve l t

1989) , t hese organ i za t i ona l d i f f e r ences be t ween f u l l y e l abor a t ed sen t ences and

t e l egr ams / e l l i pses l ed Ko l k and Heeschen and co l l abor a t or s t o assume t ha t



�

374

�

C. Heeschen and B. A. Scheg l o f f

agr amma t i cs - when speak i ng t e l egr aph i ca l l y - do no t p l an a f u l l sen t ence . Ra t he r ,
t hey s i mp l i f y t he pr eve rba l message f rom t he beg i nn i ng o f t he speech produc t i on
process so t ha t i t can be expr essed i n t he f orm o f a t e l egr am wh i ch , i n t urn , i s s i mp l e
enough t ha t t he pa t i en t ' s i mpa i r ed gr amma t i ca l encode r can j us t process i t . The
f ac t t ha t agr amma t i cs t r y t o speak i n comp l e t e sen t ences i n some s i t ua t i ons (w i t h
t he usua l prob l ems men t i oned above ) , bu t i n s i mp l i f i ed t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i n o t he r
s i t ua t i ons i s i n t e rpr e t ed by Ko l k and Heeschen and t he i r co l l abor a t or s as an
i nd i ca t i on t ha t agr amma t i cs have t he capac i t y t o speak i n one or t he o t he r way and
t he r e f or e t hey have a ' cho i ce ' be t ween t hem . The s i mp l i f i ed t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i s
cons i de r ed t o be a f orm o f adap t a t i on t o t he i mpa i rmen t , a s t r a t eg i c adap t i ve
cho i ce . I t i nvo l ves d i f f e r en t pr ac t i ces o f speak i ng .

The adap t a t i on i dea has cons i de r ab l e me t hodo l og i ca l i mpor t . For mor e t han a

cen t ur y , t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i n agr amma t i cs has been cons i de r ed t o be a d i r ec t

expr ess i on o f t he unde r l y i ng l i ngu i s t i c i mpa i rmen t ( I sse r l i n 1922 i s an excep t i on ) .
' Wha t was - f rom a norma t i ve po i n t o f v i ew- m i ss i ng ' i n t he t e l egr ams ( a r t i c l es ,
ve rb i n f l ec t i ons , aux i l i a r i es , e t c . ) was eva l ua t ed as some t h i ng t ha t t he pa t i en t s we r e
unab l e t o produce . Howeve r , l ook i ng a t t e l egr aph i c s t y l e as a s t r a t eg i c adap t a t i on
wh i ch f o l l ows an es t ab l i shed pa t t e rn o f s i mp l i f i ca t i on / r educ t i on i n t he l anguage
f or ces t he aphas i o l og i s t t o accep t t he ' m i ss i ng - ness ' o f ce r t a i n e l emen t s as l ega l and
norma l . Fur t he rmor e , t e l egr aph i c - e l l i p t i c s t y l e no t on l y pe rm i t s ce r t a i n om i ss i ons
( as , f or examp l e , t he a r t i c l es ) , bu t some t i mes even r equ i r es ce r t a i n om i ss i ons ( as , f or

examp l e , gr amma t i ca l sub j ec t s i n ce r t a i n cons t ruc t i ons ) . Thus , t he absence o f a

gr amma t i ca l sub j ec t i n t e l egr ams canno t be t aken as l ack o f e l abor a t i on , as

some t h i ng ' nega t i ve ' , bu t r a t he r i nv i t es unde r s t and i ng as t he r esu l t o f r egu l a r
cons t r a i n t s on t e l egr ams / e l l i pses , t ha t i s as some t h i ng ' pos i t i ve ' or ' a f f i rma t i ve ' .

The no t i ons o f adap t a t i on and s t r a t eg i c cho i ce have , howeve r , f r equen t l y g i ven
r i se t o m i sunde r s t and i ngs . Mos t no t ab l y , ' adap t a t i on ' i s m i sunde r s t ood as a

consc i ous l y con t ro l l ed op t i on . Th i s i s no t necessa r i l y t he case and i s sur e l y no t
en t a i l ed by t h i s ana l y t i c s t ance . Many agr amma t i c pa t i en t s a r e en t i r e l y unawa r e o f
t he f ac t t ha t t hey some t i mes speak l i ke t h i s and some t i mes l i ke t ha t . Th i s , o f cour se ,
i s no t i ncompa t i b l e w i t h a t l eas t some pa t i en t s be i ng we l l awa r e o f t he i r va r y i ng
t ype o f speech ( see t he pa t i en t d i scussed by I sse r l i n 1922) . Bu t adap t a t i on t heor y
does no t c r i t i ca l l y depend on t he assump t i on o f a consc i ous and con t ro l l ed op t i on .
I t i s en t i r e l y su f f i c i en t t o say t ha t t he pa t i en t s have one mor e degr ee o f f r eedom ( i n
a t echn i ca l sense ) w i t h r espec t t o t he i r way o f expr ess i ng t hemse l ves .

A second m i sunde r s t and i ng conce rns t he ques t i on o f whe t he r a l l agr amma t i cs
make use o f t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i n i n f orma l s i t ua t i ons . I f r esor t i ng t o t e l egr aph i c s t y l e
i s cons i de r ed as a s t r a t egy ( t o r epea t , no t necessa r i l y a con t ro l l ed s t r a t egy ) and no t
as a b i o l og i ca l or phys i o l og i ca l compu l s i on , t hen i t i s no t a surpr i se t ha t some

pa t i en t s do no t use t e l egr aph i c s t y l e - no t even i n i n f orma l conve r sa t i on . F rom t he
da t a g i ven by } - { o f s t ede (1992) and Heeschen and Ko l k (1994) i t can be seen t ha t

approx i ma t e l y 75 % o f a l l agr amma t i cs use t e l egr aph i c s t y l e a t l eas t occas i ona l l y . I n
add i t i on , t he r e i s t he m i sunde r s t and i ng t ha t pa t i en t s w i t h an i nc l i na t i on t owa rd t he
use o f t e l egr aph i c s t y l e a l ways t urn t o i t as soon as t hey a r e i n an i n f orma l
conve r sa t i ona l s i t ua t i on w i t h any conve r sa t i ona l pa r t ne r a t a l l . As t h i s pape r w i l l
show , t he use o f t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i s no t on l y dependen t on t he s i t ua t i on i n gross
t e rms ( such as t es t i ng vs . conve r sa t i on ) , bu t a l so on t he conve r sa t i ona l pa r t ne r ,
h i s / he r i n t e r ac t i ona l pr ac t i ces , and t he t enor o f t he i n t e r ac t i on a t t ha t momen t .

F i na l l y , t he r e i s t he m i sunde r s t and i ng t ha t t he ' adap t i v i s t s ' wan t t o ma i n t a i n t ha t
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t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i n agr amma t i cs i s ' norma l cor r ec t speech ' . Th i s has neve r been
ma i n t a i ned . The adap t i v i s t s have a l ways emphas i zed t ha t agr amma t i cs ove ruse

t e l egr aph i c expr ess i ons . Accord i ng t o Ho f s t ede (1992) , approx i ma t e l y 10% o f a l l
u t t e r ances i n t he speech o f un i mpa i r ed speake r s a r e con t ex t ua l e l l i pses . I f t h i s

pe r cen t age i s exceeded - e i t he r ove r a l l or i n pa r t i cu l a r ep i sodes - t he speech has t o
be cons i de r ed as ' dev i an t f rom norma l ' . Mos t o f t he agr amma t i c pa t i en t s
i nves t i ga t ed by t he suppor t e r s o f adap t a t i on t heor y show f rom 30 % up t o a l mos t
90 % t e l egr aph i c - e l l i p t i c u t t e r ances .

I t was men t i oned above t ha t t he agr amma t i c t e l egr ams a r e s t ruc t ur a l l y i den t i ca l
t o con t ex t ua l e l l i pses used by norma l peop l e i n casua l speech . A l i s t o f t hese
cons t ruc t i ons and t he i r d i s t r i bu t i on o f f r equency i s pr esen t ed by Ho f s t ede (1992) .
Howeve r , a t l eas t one examp l e f rom a norma l - norma l conve r sa t i on shou l d be
g i ven t o i l l us t r a t e t he f orma l i den t i t y o f agr amma t i c t e l egr ams and norma l e l l i pses
( examp l e 5) .

��

Examp l e (5) :

��

The conve r sa t i on t ook p l ace be t ween a conve r san t H ( sa l . ) and V ( f ema l e ) i n Be r l i n .

M � and V a r e l i v i ng i n Be r l i n , bu t t hey a r e no t na t i ve Be r l i ne r s . They d i scuss t he �

j ob s i t ua t i on i n Ge rmany ( l i ne 1 - 5] and t hen H t e l l s whe r e he comes f rom . ) )

01 U : A l so , i n Deu t sch l and ( (2ay l l ) ) geh t ' s j a n i oh , b l oss , ( ( l ay l l ) )

PRT , � i n Ge rmany � wor ks - i t PRT no t , on l y

i n Ge rmany t h i ngs a r e j us t no t wor k i ng

( ( " xay l l " i n doub l e round br acke t s s t ands f or i ncompr ehens i b l e speech o f rough l y

t he dur a t i on o f x sy l l ab l es o f t he g i ven speake r g i ven h i s / he r bea t ; see

a l so Append i x . ) )
02 V : I s Momen t , me i nen S i a , j a?

Momen t a r i l y , mean you , yeah?

For t he t i me be i ng , you mean , r i gh t ?
03 H : Ja j a . (Nec , a l so so we i t aohwe i f enda P l ane

Yeay . a . No , � PRT so f a r - r each i ng p l ans
Yeah . (No , I have no l ong t e rm p l ans .

04 V : ( s j ah

(Yeah
05 N : hab ' i ch n i ch t .

have I no t .
06 V : A j ah .

Yeah
07 H : � Nee , abe r i ch g i ng von ( (2sy l l ) ) , ash , � von Rckua , R . ckua h i ea dma Dor f

No , bu t I wen t f rom � f rom Reckum , Reckum L , t he v i l l age ca l l ed

No , bu t I wen t f rom ( (2sy l l ) ) uh f rom Rackum , t he v i l l age i s ca l l ed Reckua

08 V : * l m

09 M : LUneburg , und da r i n nach Hannove r . (un ; d ) A l so se i ne Wur ze l n m i nd da

�

e t was .

Luneburg , and t hen t o � Hannove r . ( and ) � PRT my � roo t s � a r e t he r e a - b i t .

Luneburg , and t hen t o Hannove r . ( an : d ) PRT my roo t s a r e sor t o f t he r e

10 V : � Auch t be r Arbe i t � h i e r ge l ande t !

A l so t hrough j ob � he r e l anded - PAST PRC

A l so ended up he r e f or wor k !
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M t e l l s V ( l i nes 7- 9) t ha t he or i g i na l l y came f rom t he a r ea a round Hannove r be f or e
com i ng t o Be r l i n . H i s expr ess i ons ' Luneburg , und dann Hannove r ' a r e mos t
probab l y t e l egr aph i c - e l l i p t i c . I n l i ne 10 , V makes t he guess t ha t M , t oo , has come
t o Be r l i n because o f wor k and a j ob , i n t he cour se o f he r u t t e r ance om i t t i ng t he
gr amma t i ca l sub j ec t , t he a r t i c l e f or ' Arbe i t / j ob ' , and t he f i n i t e ve rb ( t he aux i l i a r y
' s i nd ' ) . V ' s t urn i n pa r t i cu l a r s t rong l y r esemb l es t he t e l egr ams used by W i n t he
conve r sa t i on w i t h H. Bu t wha t i s t he gr amma t i ca l s t a t us o f t hese u t t e r ances?

Some co l l eagues have expr essed t he i r doub t as t o whe t he r t e l egr ams / e l l i pses
such as t hose i n examp l e 5- even i f used by norma l sub j ec t s - can be c l ass i f i ed as
' gr amma t i ca l l y cor r ec t ' . A t l eas t , so i t i s a rgued , t hey shou l d be ma r ked as
i ncomp l e t e . The pr esen t au t hor s unde r s t and t h i s v i ew t o be de r i ved f rom a
l i ngu i s t i cs wh i ch t akes i so l a t ed sen t ences as t he ana l y t i c pr i m i t i ves . The s t ance
t owa rd gr amma t i ca l cor r ec t ness or comp l e t eness t aken up he r e i s d i f f e r en t . W i t h i n
CA , des i gned t o gr asp t he produc t i on o f ac t ua l t a l k i n con t ex t r a t he r t han
gr amma t i ca l compe t ence pe r se , t he compa r ab l y cen t r a l no t i on i s t he ' t ur n
cons t ruc t i ona l un i t ' (TCU ) , t ha t i s , any expr ess i on wh i ch can se r ve as a f u l l t urn
w i t h i n t he sequen t i a l s t ruc t ur e o f t a l k - i n- i n t e r ac t i on i n some l oca l con t ex t - se r v i ng
as a nex t t urn t o a pr eced i ng one and as a poss i b l y comp l e t e pr eced i ng t urn t o a
nex t . ' Turn cons t ruc t i ona l un i t s ' a r e such cons t ruc t i ons as can se r ve , on t he i r
poss i b l e comp l e t i on , t o make t r ans i t i on t o a nex t speake r r e l evan t , whe t he r or no t
i t i s ac t ua l l y accomp l i shed (Sacks e t a l . 1974 , pp . 702- 4 ; Scheg l o f f 1996a , p . 55) . A
l anguage un i mpa i r ed l ady once t o l d t he f i r s t au t hor t ha t one morn i ng she de t ec t ed
t ha t he r ca t was se r i ous l y i l l . She was asked : ' Und was haben S i e dann
gemach t ? / And wha t d i dyou do t hen? ' To wh i ch she answe r ed : ' Na , i ch n i sch t w i e
i n d i e T i e r k l i n i k / na , I i mmed i a t e l y t o t he an i ma l hosp i t a l ' ( s i c ) , d i r ec t l y a f t e r wh i ch she
was asked whe t he r t he s t a f f i n t he an i ma l hosp i t a l had been ab l e t o do some t h i ng
f or t he ca t . Because t he e l l i p t i c expr ess i on ' Na , i ch n i sch t w i e i n d i e T i e r k l i n i k ' was
r ecogn i zed ( cor r ec t l y ) as compos i ng a poss i b l y comp l e t e t urn , as ev i denced by a
nex t speake r s t a r t i ng up on i t s comp l e t i on and no t encoun t e r i ng any con t i nu i ng
t a l k by t he pr i or speake r , i t i s unc l ea r on wha t bas i s i t shou l d be ana l y t i ca l l y
r eckoned t o be i ncomp l e t e . Ac t ua l l y , f rom a CA po i n t o f v i ew , one has even t o ask

whe t he r , i n i t s sequen t i a l pos i t i on , t h i s subsen t en t i a l TCU i s no t t he de f au l t f orm
o f cons t ruc t i on , and whe t he r a mor e e l abor a t ed expr ess i on wou l d cons t i t u t e a
spec i a l use . To answe r such ques t i ons , ' pos i t i ona l l y sens i t i ve ' gr amma r s a r e
needed (Scheg l o f f 1996a ) , t hough no t ye t ava i l ab l e . The upsho t o f t h i s d i scuss i on
i s t o r ende r t he no t i ons o f ' e l l i ps i s ' and ' t e l egr am ' t hemse l ves equ i voca l and open
t o r e t h i nk i ng . Throughou t t h i s pape r , t he r e f or e , use o f t hese t e rms i s mean t s i mp l y
t o f o l l ow t he es t ab l i shed t e rm i no l ogy i n t h i s a r ea , and no t t o sugges t t ha t
some t h i ng i s ' m i ss i ng ' .

Summa r y so f a r
I n mor e f orma l t es t - l i ke s i t ua t i ons , agr amma t i cs t end t o expr ess t hemse l ves i n
comp l e t e sen t ences wh i ch , howeve r , r esu l t i n a subs t an t i a l numbe r o f e r ror s
(om i ss i ons and subs t i t u t i ons o f gr amma t i ca l morphemes , m i scons t ruc t i ons , e t c . ) .
I n i n f orma l conve r sa t i ona l s i t ua t i ons , t hey a r e mor e l i ke l y t o use sen t ence
f r agmen t s or - t o f o l l ow t he es t ab l i shed t e rm i no l ogy - t e l egr ams wh i ch , i n
Ge rman and Du t ch , r equ i r e a qu i t e d i f f e r en t organ i za t i on and p l ann i ng f rom f u l l y
e l abor a t ed sen t ences . A numbe r o f f ac t s sugges t t ha t t h i s sw i t ch f rom one t ype o f



�

The ro l e o f ' t e l egr aph i c so l e ' i n t a l k - i n - i n t e r ac t i on

�

377

speech t o ano t he r i s no t ' compu l sor y ' , t ha t t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i s a s t r a t eg i c op t i on
( t hough no t necessa r i l y unde r consc i ous con t ro l ) , t ha t i t con t i ngen t l y mob i l i zes a
d i s t i nc t i ve se t o f pr ac t i ces f or t a l k i ng i n i n t e r ac t i on . Among t hese f ac t s a r e t he

f o l l ow i ng : t ha t i t happens i n some pa t i en t s , bu t no t i n o t he r s ; t ha t one and t he same

pa t i en t emp l oys t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i n some ep i sodes , bu t no t i n o t he r s , i n some soc i a l
con t ex t s , bu t no t i n o t he r s ; t ha t emp l oy i ng t e l egr aph i c s t y l e can be dependen t on
t he co - pa r t i c i pan t and h i s / he r i n t e r ac t i ona l pr ac t i ces , on t he cha r ac t e r o f t he
i n t e r ac t i ona l ep i sode i n progr ess , and so on . A l t hough t wo s t ud i es wh i ch t r i ed t o

r ep l i ca t e i n Eng l i sh t he f i nd i ngs by Ko l k and Heeschen f a i l ed t o do so , t hese s t ud i es
canno t be t aken t o prov i de unequ i voca l coun t e r - ev i dence t o adap t a t i on t heor y
(Ko l k and Heeschen 1996) . I n t he s t udy o f Goodg l ass e t a l . (1993) t he pa t i en t s we r e
asked t o t e l l ca r t oon s t or i es i n t he so - ca l l ed f r ee cond i t i on ; t he au t hor s d i d no t
i nc l ude conve r sa t i ona l speech . And Heske t h and B i shop (1996) ave r aged f i nd i ngs
f rom spon t aneous speech ob t a i ned unde r va r i ous cond i t i ons . A se r i ous a t t emp t t o

r ep l i ca t e t he adap t a t i on f i nd i ngs wou l d r equ i r e r esea r che r s t o d i s t i ngu i sh ca r e f u l l y
be t ween speech ob t a i ned i n conve r sa t i ons and speech ob t a i ned unde r o t he r
cond i t i ons , even i f t hey g i ve pa t i en t s cons i de r ab l e f r eedom ( as i n t he ca r t oon s t or y -
t e l l i ng o f Goodg i ass e t a l . 1993) .

The ev i den t t i e be t ween t he app l i ca t i on o f an adap t i ve t e l egr aph i c s t y l e by
agr amma t i cs and f ea t ur es o f t he i n t e r ac t i ona l con t ex t ( expe r i men t a l l y ve r i f i ed a l so

by Heeschen and Ko l k 1994) sugges t s a cour se o f f ur t he r i nqu i r y . I f agr amma t i cs '
speech i s adap t ed t o con t ex t , t hen sur e l y one des i de r a t um i s a gr asp o f t he con t ex t i n
t he t e rms i n wh i ch pa r t i c i pan t s - speake r s and r ec i p i en t s , whe t he r aphas i c or

no t - appea r t o or i en t t o i t and gr asp i t . Among t hese t e rms a r e i nc l uded no t on l y
soc i a l con t ex t i n t he conven t i ona l sense ( t es t i ng sess i on vs . i n f orma l conve r sa t i on ) ,
bu t a l so t he s t ruc t ur e o f t he occas i on ; t he l oca l sequen t i a l con t ex t , i nc l ud i ng no t

on l y t op i ca l con t en t bu t a l so t he s t ruc t ur e o f ac t i on sequences , i n t e r ac t i ona l
s t ances , and so on . Th i s necessa r i l y i mp l i ca t es a t t en t i on t o t he t urn - a t - t a l k i n i t s

sequence , f or i t i s i n t urns - a t - t a l k t ha t speake r s speak ; i t i mp l i ca t es a t t en t i on t o t he
TCU i n t he t urn , f or i t i s ou t o f TCUs t ha t t urns a r e composed by t he i r speake r s
and pa r sed by t he i r r ec i p i en t s ; and i t i mp l i ca t es t he unde r s t and i ng o f t he cur r en t

po i n t o f a r t i cu l a t i on by a speake r by r e f e r ence t o i t s un f o l d i ng TCU - i n - progr ess , i n
i t s t urn , i n i t s sequence , i n i t s i n t e r ac t i ona l ep i sode , a t some j unc t ur e i n t he ove r a l l
s t ruc t ur a l organ i za t i on o f t he occas i on o f t a l k . These t e rms may be un f am i l i a r t o
r eade r s o f t h i s j ourna l , bu t t hey a r e pa r t o f t he ana l y t i c r esour ces brough t t o t h i s
t ask by CA , ana l y t i c t oo l s de r i ved f rom t he exam i na t i on o f t a l k - i n - i n t e r ac t i on o f
va r i ous sor t s , and dep l oyab l e f or t he ana l ys i s o f agr amma t i c t a l k i n va r i ous
con t ex t s . CA ' s comm i t men t has been t o t he e l uc i da t i on o f t he co - cons t ruc t i on o f
i n t e r ac t i on i n t he t e rms r e l evan t t o t he pa r t i es ' cons t ruc t i on o f i t i n r ea l t i me , r a t he r
t han i n t he t e rms o f pro f ess i ona l i nves t i ga t or s ; and t ha t makes CA mos t su i t ab l e f or
t he pr esen t t ask , f or wh i ch t he con t ex t , as ope r a t i ona l l y unde r s t ood and ac t ed on

by t he pa r t i es , i s cen t r a l . For a va r i e t y o f r easons , i t w i l l be pa r t i cu l a r l y t e l l i ng t o

br i ng t hese ana l y t i c r esour ces t o bea r on pee r - t o - pee r conve r sa t i ons r a t he r t han
i ns t i t u t i ona l i zed t a l k - i n - i n t e r ac t i on ( such as pa t i en t - t he r ap i s t encoun t e r s ) ,

a l t hough t he l a t t e r unde r t ak i ng shou l d a l so y i e l d use f u l r esu l t s . Among t hese
r easons t he f o l l ow i ng t wo may be s i ng l ed ou t : ( i ) because i t i s on l y p l aus i b l e t o
assume t ha t pa t i en t s deve l op adap t i ve s t r a t eg i es no t i n orde r t o sa t i s f y t he
cons t r a i n t s o f i n t e r ac t i ng w i t h pro f ess i ona l aphas i o l og i s t s i n pro f ess i ona l con t ex t s ,
bu t t o i n t e r ac t w i t h f am i l i a r s i n ord i na r y se t t i ngs o f eve r yday l i f e ; ( i i ) because t a l k -
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i n - i n t e r ac t i on mor e gene r a l l y appea r s des i gned f or i n t e r ac t i on among f am i l i a r s abou t
f am i l i a r s , and t he s t udy o f i n t e r ac t i on among f am i l y membe r s and f r i ends and

acqua i n t ances exam i nes t a l k i n t he se t t i ngs f or wh i ch i t appea r s t o have evo l ved ,
r a t he r t han i n pro f ess i ona l l y spec i f i ed se t t i ngs a t cons i de r ab l e va r i ance f rom t a l k ' s

pr i ma r y con t ex t o f r e l evance .
The pr esen t s t udy , t hen , i s devo t ed t o t he f ocused ques t i on de r i ved f rom Ko l k ' s

and Heeschen ' s adap t a t i on t heor y : wha t a r e t he consequences o f t he use o f

t e l egr aph i c s t y l e by agr amma t i c pa t i en t s i n pee r - t o - pee r conve r sa t i ons? I n keep i ng
w i t h t he o t he r goa l o f t he pape r t o exp l or e t he use f u l ness o f CA i n addr ess i ng da t a
and i ssues o f i n t e r es t t o aphas i o l ogy , dea l i ng w i t h t h i s ques t i on w i l l i nvo l ve

exp l or i ng aspec t s o f t he t a l k i n t he ve r y br i e f ep i sodes exam i ned wh i ch may i n i t i a l l y
appea r unr e l a t ed t o t he f oca l i nqu i r y . I t t urns ou t t ha t some o f t hese w i l l be r e l evan t
t o t he cen t r a l ques t i on ; wh i ch o f t he de t a i l s o f t he t a l k , i n i t s con t ex t , i s i r r e l evan t
can be dec i ded on l y a pos t e r i or i .

Th i s pape r r epr esen t s an e f f or t t o exp l or e t he use o f CA f or t he ana l ys i s and

unde r s t and i ng o f t a l k and o t he r conduc t i n i n t e r ac t i on i nvo l v i ng pe r sons
cha r ac t e r i zed as aphas i c a f t e r some f orm o f damage t o t he br a i n . I t s genr e m i gh t be
t e rmed ' CA- ass i s t ed aphas i o l ogy ' , d i f f e r i ng f rom s t r a i gh t f orwa rd CA on t he same
ma t e r i a l s by t ak i ng pr i or aphas i o l og i ca l unde r s t and i ng as pa r t o f i t s po i n t o f

depa r t ur e and as pa r t o f i t s prob l ema t i c . Such an e f f or t i ncorpor a t es t wo d i f f e r en t
doma i ns o f da t a wh i ch i n f orm t he process o f ana l ys i s . The aphas i o l og i ca l i npu t ,
and t he expe r i ence o f aphas i o l og i s t s , i s ap t t o se t any pa r t i cu l a r p i ece o f da t a i n t he
con t ex t o f o t he r aphas i c pa t i en t s , o t he r conve r sa t i ona l pa r t ne r s o f t he aphas i c
pa t i en t , o t he r ep i sodes i nvo l v i ng t h i s or o t he r aphas i c pa t i en t s . Pr i or conve r sa t i on -

ana l y t i c wor k , and t he expe r i ence o f conve r sa t i on ana l ys t s , i s ap t t o se t any

pa r t i cu l a r p i ece o f da t a i n t he con t ex t o f o t he r occur r ences o f even t s o f t ha t
sor t - t urns , sequences , r epa i r s , r e f e r ences , and so on - ac ross compos i t i ona l
f ea t ur es o f t he pa r t i c i pan t s i n ord i na r y i n t e r ac t i on . Th i s can engende r comp l ex ,
mu l t i va l en t cha r ac t e r i za t i ons o f some occur r ences i n t he da t a , as when an
i n t e r ven t i on by a conve r sa t i ona l co - pa r t i c i pan t i n r esponse t o an aphas i c pa r t i c i pan t
can be unde r s t ood bo t h as unde r scor i ng a prob l em i n t he l a t t e r ' s t a l k , and as do i ng
so i n much l ess pe j or a t i ve t e rms t han o t he r co - i n t e r ac t an t s w i t h aphas i cs . Sor t i ng
ou t t he r e l evance o f a l t e rna t i ve ana l y t i c doma i ns f or t he d i ve r se pro f ess i ona l !
sc i en t i f i c i n t e r es t s wh i ch i n t e r sec t i n t h i s wor k i s a pro j ec t wh i ch w i l l undoub t ed l y
r equ i r e l ong - t e rm wor k i ng ou t .

���

The i n t e r ac t an t s

Pa r adox i ca l l y , i t was a pa t i en t who a l mos t neve r used t e l egr aph i c s t y l e who

engende r ed some key i n i t i a l i ns i gh t s w i t h r espec t t o i t s po t en t i a l i n t e r ac t i ona l

advan t age . The pa t i en t was a f ema l e Broca ' s aphas i c w i t h f a i r l y m i l d agr amma t i sm
who ha rd l y eve r used t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i n conve r sa t i ons w i t h t he f i r s t au t hor , a t
l eas t t he numbe r o f t e l egr aph i c expr ess i ons d i d no t exceed t he numbe r t ha t can be
cons i de r ed norma l f or casua l speech ( a round 10% ; Ho f s t ede 1992) . The same
ho l ds f or he r speech i n a conve r sa t i on w i t h he r husband . Howeve r , she used

t e l egr aph i c expr ess i ons i n a conve r sa t i on w i t h he r bes t f r i end a t l eas t occas i ona l l y ,
and i n one ep i sode ex t ens i ve l y . Th i s ep i sode was qu i t e r evea l i ng . F i r s t , an ep i sode
i s ana l ysed i n wh i ch t he pa t i en t does no t use t e l egr aph i c expr ess i ons excep t whe r e
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t hey a r e norma l or ' pos i t i ona l l y mo t i va t ed ' , t ha t i s canon i ca l ; on l y l a t e r i s t he
ep i sode ana l ysed i n wh i ch t e l egr aph i c expr ess i ons f i gur e mor e cen t r a l l y ( ep i sode 3) .

The pa t i en t was d i agnosed as hav i ng Broca ' s aphas i a by means o f t he Aachen
Aphas i a Tes t (AAT) by Hube r e t a l . (1983) . The gene r a l degr ee o f seve r i t y o f t he
aphas i a was m i l d as assessed by t he Token Tes t o f t he AAT ( seven e r ror s ) . The
ma j or symp t oms we r e m i l d agr amma t i sm , word f i nd i ng prob l ems , a r t i cu l a t or y
and / or phonema t i c prob l ems , non - f l uency . The non - f l uency , t hough c l ea r l y
pr esen t , was a l so f a i r l y m i l d compa r ed w i t h o t he r Broca ' s aphas i c pa t i en t s . The
pa t i en t had a ma r ked hem i pa r es i s o f t he r i gh t a rm ; f or ges t ur i ng and any o t he r f i ne
movemen t s t he l e f t a rm and hand we r e used . The pa t i en t was r i gh t handed .
Ae t i o l ogy was a ce r ebrovascu l a r acc i den t when t he pa t i en t was aged 50 . A t t he t i me
t he f o l l ow i ng conve r sa t i on was r ecorded , she was 7 yea r s pos t onse t . The pa t i en t ' s
f i r s t and on l y l anguage was Ge rman . He r f orma l educa t i on cons i s t ed o f 10 yea r s i n
e l emen t a r y schoo l ; he r pro f ess i on i s no t known . A t t he t i me she was con t ac t ed she
was no t wor k i ng and she made some r ema r ks sugges t i ng t ha t she had neve r had a
pro f ess i on , bu t had been a housew i f e f rom a f a i r l y ea r l y age . Mood was norma l
g i ven t he c i r cums t ances .

The ep i sodes pr esen t ed come f rom a conve r sa t i on be t ween t he pa t i en t
(hence f or t h A) and he r c l oses t ( f ema l e ) f r i end (hence f or t h B) . The conve r sa t i on
t ook p l ace i n t he home o f B i n t he pr e - Chr i s t mas season . A pa i d a v i s i t t o B i n t he
a f t e rnoon f or a cha t ove r co f f ee and cake . The v i s i t was no t espec i a l l y a r r anged ; A
and B had f l a t s c l ose t o each o t he r i n a m i dd l e - c l ass a r ea o f Wes t Be r l i n , and o f t en
v i s i t ed each o t he r . Bo t h pa r t i c i pan t s we r e speake r s o f s t anda rd H i gh Ge rman w i t h
occas i ona l Be r l i n - spec i f i c pecu l i a r i t i es .

��

Ana l y t i c obse r va t i ons on some ep i sodes

( For t r ansc r i p t i on conven t i ons and pr i nc i p l es o f t r ans l a t i on see t he Append i x . ) I n
wha t f o l l ows , a mode r a t e l y de t a i l ed exp l i ca t i on o f some conve r sa t i ona l exchanges
i s prov i ded t o se t t he con t ex t and t he ana l y t i c t e rms w i t h i n wh i ch t he uses o f
t e l egr aph i c speech can prope r l y be exp l or ed .

��

Fu l l sen t ence produc t i on
I n t he f i r s t ep i sode t o be exam i ned , A ' s t a l k i s des i gned f or produc t i on f orma t t ed
as f u l l sen t ences . A l t hough she encoun t e r s d i f f i cu l t i es i n t he cour se o f produc i ng
t hese t urns , t he i r unde r l y i ng des i gn i n sen t ence f orma t i s appa r en t - f or examp l e ,
i n t he i r r egu l a r i ncorpor a t i on o f f i n i t e ve rbs .

��

Ep i sode (1)

��

01 B : =Ja j a , - abe r Cundu l a (0 . 3) äh , wa t ham d i e � damn da

�

an j ebo t an , �
Yeah , - bu t Gundu l a (0 . 3) áh , wha t have t hey - DEN PRT � � t he r e o f f e r ed , �
Yeah , bu t Gundu l a , wha t d i d t hey o f f e r t he r e ,

02 � >( ( l ay l l ) ) / wo< de / a i r , � we i ga r n i ch t , wo � du h i nge f a l i r en b i s t , �

>( ( l sy l l ) ) / wo< de / t o - me , � � know no t a t a l l , whe r e you t r ave l l ed � have , � � �

don ' t � know a t a l l whe r e you wen t ,
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03 � nach Br eme rhaven , sag t M i t z i ?

t o � Br ema rhaven , says M . i t x i ?

t o Br eme rhaven , says M i t z i ?
04 A : Nec

No
05 B : Br em Hen )?

Br em � ( en )?

06 A : � [Z l a ( t ) - , / Pr au - nschwe i g / .
Ms ( t ) - , / Pr au - nschwe i g / .

07

�

(0 . 5)
08 B : Br aunschwe i g (7)

Br aunschve i . g (? )
09 A : Jaha .

Yeah .
10 B : AM :

Aba : .
11 � ( . 8) � ( (A swa l l ow i ng f ood ) )

12 A : " hhh (0 . 5) / om . pr ep / Br aun : schwe i g i s t denn , ah , ah , " hh da r (0 . 5) ha , ah , / Ka r - / ,

" hhh (0 . 5) � Br aun : schve i g i s PRT , � A l l , Ah , " hh t he (0 . 5) ha , A l l , / Ka r - /
13 � °ne i n° We i hnach t sma r k t . ( (A ca r r y i ng ou t ges t ur e i nd i ca t i ng l a rgeness o f t he

f a i r ) )

no � Chr i s t mas f a i r .
14 B : Ja .

- yes .
15 A : JDe r " hhh ° °ah , a - un : wahr sche i n l i ch / gro t s / . ( (A ca r r y i ng ou t rhy t hm i ca l

Bu t � hhh " A1i , a - unbe l i evab l y � / l a rqe / . ges t ur e , hand and a rm s t r e t ched ) )
16 � (0 . 8) � ( (B nods ) )

17 A : Und em . S t und . / heben / w i r nur . ( (A ca r r y i ng ou t ges t ur e i nd i ca t i ng " 1 " and

And one hour / have / we on l y , r epea t i ng i t rhy t hm i ca l l y ) )
18 B : Au f en t ha l t (7)

( a ) s t op - ove r (7)

19 A : Nee .

No .
20

�

(0 . 2)
21 A : [ ( ( l . 5syU ) )
22 B : (Dann ac i d i hr � da � &h apaz i e r engegangen .

Then have you - FL t he r e A l l wande r ed - a round.

Then you made a wa l k t he r e .
23 A : - J : a .

=Y . 05 .

I n t h i s ep i sode , t he t wo women have been speak i ng abou t an excur s i on i n wh i ch
A pa r t i c i pa t ed approx i ma t e l y 2 weeks be f or e t he conve r sa t i on . I t i s a t ype o f
excur s i on w i t h t he n i ckname ' Bu t t e r f ahr t / bu t t e r excur s i on ' - - a name t he or i g i ns
o f wh i ch da t e back t o t he t i mes be f or e t he i n t roduc t i on o f unr es t r i c t ed f r ee t r ade
be t ween t he membe r s o f t he European Un i on . I t i s a one- day excur s i on by bus ,
norma l l y organ i zed by a ce r t a i n ve r y l a rge co f f ee - cha i n i n Ge rmany , t o a p l ace
wor t h see i ng and i s comb i ned w i t h t he oppor t un i t y t o buy ce r t a i n goods a t a
d i scoun t pr i ce . Th i s t ype o f excur s i on i s usua l l y organ i zed f or e l de r l y peop l e .
A l t hough t hey have been t a l k i ng abou t t h i s excur s i on f or a wh i l e , t he r e has been
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he r f r i end ' s l anguage prob l ems and abou t how she can he l p he r , know l edge wh i ch
B can br i ng t o bea r i n he r i n t e r ac t i on w i t h A . I n orde r t o shed some l i gh t on t hese
ques t i ons , a l ook a t l i nes 1- 12 i n ep i sode 2 i s qu i t e use f u l .

���

Ep i sode (2)

��

01 A: "1J t h I om. a r t . / R t cken hh t u t i h (n ) w. h , / om. a r t . / A- Arme ge / t u t / i hn weh ,

hbh � back � "hh hur t s h i m � X , � a- azms ge / hur t s / h i m X,

02 � hhh h ( t j ) / b i s : / , ah "hh / b i e t /

hhh ah ( ch ) / b i t e / , ëh "hh / b i t e /

03 B: � Gb i 6 ,

b i te

04 A: = / b i 8 / , ohoho Go t t ( ( l augh i ng ) ) "hhh j a .

/ b i t e / , ohoho God ( ( l augh i ng ) ) "hhh yes.

05 B: Was >noch<?

Wha t e l se?
06 A: Ja .

Yes.
07 B: (W i . ? ]

how?
08 A: ãh 1 "hh Kop f schme r z ( en .

äh � hh headaches .

09 B : � (und? ( (po i n t s t o mou t h ) )

and?

10 � (1 . 5) � ( (A po i n t i ng t o mou t h ) )

11 A: Ga : (b i .

B I TE

12 B : � ( Ja.

�

( ( sa i l i ng ) )

Yes. � ( ( sm i l i ng ) )
13 � � (0. 8 )

14 A: � � hh } t hh "hhhhh ( °ha : ch , Menach , ne . ° ) Dan t u t � a i r / (w. - ) /

hhh j j J - hhhhh ( ' ha : ch , man ! , no " ) Tha t makes me / (we - ) / ( r ee l )

15 � � so 1. i : d.

so sor r y.

16 B: � Ja , � und , ( am) , d i e � ham d i r � n i oh � � n T i p � gegeben ,

Yes , � and , ( am) , Chey - DD � have t o - you � no t � any adv i ce

��

g i ven ,

Yes , and d i d t hey no t g i ve you any adv i ce

17 � [was du machen . e l l s t ] on � (ode r so?]

wha t you do � shou l d an � or so

wha t you shou l d do or so?

18 A: � (Ne- , � ne i n ] , � ( ä : h i a � I t j ! na

No - , � no , � ä: hm

�

t j ! na

19 � "hhhh (0 . 8) äh "hh / om. a r t . / Schw i ege rmu t t e r hab ' i ch d. nn: gssag t ,

hhhh (0 . 9) h "hh I on. a r t . / mo t he r - i n- l aw have I t hen sa i d ,

20 � ah - "hh anru f en � und / dams / - i s t (0 . 8) na -

áh - " hh t o - ca l l - up- I NF and / t hens / - i s (0 . 9) na -

21 � áh "hh (0 . 3) n: , na a ab , a: h z- áh Haua . .

äh "hh (0 . 3) n: , na a äh , A : h z- ë. h home .
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22 B: D i e � so i l � nach Hausa ( kommen , >a i o< w i r k l i ch ( j e t z t ma l .

9ha- D � shou l d t o - home � come , � >PRT< r ea l l y � now

�

PRT.3

She shou l d come home � so r ea l l y !

23A: � [ Ja: . � . hhh �

Yes : . � hhh

24 � � Und - áh gea t a rn � b i n i ch ãh be i (go- ) i hr i hr

�

gewocen,

And- ah yes t e rday have I a l t a t (ge- ) he r he r (p l ace ) been ,

And yes t e rday I was w i t h he r

25 � bbh und dann ha l t . i ch � gesag t , � àh b i t t e ( . hbh l

hhh and t hen have I � sa i d , � A l t p l ease hhh

and t hen I have sa i d :

�

p l ease
265: � � � ( Ja )

Yes

27 A: - / t oma / - ma l - r , ach � Hau [ as . ]
/ come / - PRT - t o (my ) home .

come t o my home .

28 5 : � [ Ja , ] j a .

Yes , yes

��

A t l i ne 1 , A i s enume r a t i ng t he phys i ca l prob l ems f rom wh i ch he r husband i s

su f f e r i ng . A ' s t urn con t a i ns seve r a l gr amma t i ca l e r ror s t yp i ca l o f agr amma t i sm
when t he pa t i en t s do no t speak i n t e l egr aph i c s t y l e (no t e t ha t A ' s u t t e r ances i n t hese
l i nes a r e no t t e l egr aph i c by de f i n i t i on : she uses f i n i t e ve rb f orms ) . Bo t h
' Rücken / back ' and ' Arme / a rms ' r equ i r e an a r t i c l e or a possess i ve pronoun or
some o t he r de t e rm i ne r or spec i f i e r . Th i s i s no t ' pr esc r i p t i ve ' o f ' prope r ' Ge rman ,
bu t s i mp l y a ru l e o f ac t ua l Ge rman usage . Fur t he rmor e , t he ve rb f orm ' t u t ' i s

wrong ; i t i s 3 . sg . , bu t t he 3 . p l . ' t un ' i s r equ i r ed he r e . The ' i hn / h i m ' i s t he
accusa t i ve o f t he pe r sona l pronoun ' e r / he ' ; i n H i gh Ge rman t he da t i ve ' i hm ' i s
r equ i r ed i n t h i s con t ex t . Bu t t he ' i bn - ACC ' need no t be t aken as i ncor r ec t g i ven t he
common ca r e l essness o f Be r l i ne r s w i t h r espec t t o t he ACC / DAT d i s t i nc t i on .

I n nam i ng t he t h i rd body pa r t w i t h wh i ch he r husband i s hav i ng prob l ems , A

ge t s i n t o t roub l e ( l i ne 2) . A f t e r a shor t sea r ch phase , she produces t he pa r aphas i a
' / b i s : / ' , t hen se l f - i n i t i a t es a se l f - r epa i r (Scheg l o f f e t a l . 1977) wh i ch , howeve r ,
r esu l t s i n ano t he r pa r aphas i a ' / b i s t / ' . I n l i ne 3 , B prov i des A w i t h t he prob l ema t i c
i t em , ' Geb i i 3 / b i t e ' ( t he who l e s t ruc t ur e o f j aws and t ee t h ) , bu t even a f t e r t h i s
mode l , A aga i n produces a pa r aphas i a ' / b i l 3 / ' and expr esses he r awa r eness o f t he
e r ror as we l l as he r d i ssa t i s f ac t i on w i t h he r speech w i t h t he exc l ama t i on ' ohoho
Go t t ' and a l augh wh i ch sounds a b i t despe r a t e ( l i ne 4) . I t appea r s t ha t A ' s ' j a ' i n
l i ne 4 se r ves t o r eg i s t e r and ma r k r ece i p t o f B ' s prov i s i on o f ' Geb i B ' as wha t she
(A) had been t r y i ng t o say ; i n any case , t he r e i s no e f f or t on A ' s pa r t t o make
ano t he r t r y a t t he cor r ec t pronunc i a t i on o f ' Geb i B ' . Then , a t l i ne 5 , B asks ' was
noch ? / wha t e l se? ' .

Th i s ques t i on i s somewha t amb i guous . I t can be unde r s t ood as a r eques t t o
con t i nue w i t h t he enume r a t i on o f A ' s husband ' s m i se r i es or as a r eques t f or ano t he r

r epe t i t i on o f t he pr eced i ng , prob l ema t i c , i t em . Howeve r , t he f o l l ow i ng ' w i e? ' by
B i n l i ne 7 i s f a i r l y unamb i guous l y a r epe t i t i on r eques t . A l t hough l i t e r a l l y
t r ans l a t ed as ' how ' , i t may he r e be g l ossed as ' wha t ? ' w i t h t he i mpor t o f a
r epe t i t i on r eques t (Egbe r t 1996) . Howeve r , t h i s i s appa r en t l y m i sunde r s t ood by A ;
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t ha t she t akes t he ' was noch? ' t oge t he r w i t h t he ' w i e? ' as a r eques t t o con t i nue
w i t h t he enume r a t i on o f t he m i se r i es o f he r husband i s d i sp l ayed by he r men t i on i ng
o f ano t he r o f h i s phys i ca l prob l ems , ' Kop f schme r zen / headacbes ' . The r e i s a bas i s
f or t h i s unde r s t and i ng and r esponse by A . ' Was noch ' w i t h t e rm i na l i n t ona t i on
and s t r ess on t he second word wou l d be appropr i a t e l y unde r s t ood as ask i ng mor e
abou t o t he r phys i ca l prob l ems , t ha t i s , promo t i ng f ur t he r t e l l i ng . I t i s t he s t r ess on
t he f i r s t word , t he upwa rd i n t ona t i on con t our , and t he ex t r eme l y shor t
pronunc i a t i on o f ' noch ' by B wh i ch ma r k i t as r epa i r i n i t i a t i on , s t opp i ng a
con t i nua t i on o f t he t e l l i ng i n f avour o f ( r epa i r ed ) r epe t i t i on o f wha t has a l r eady
been sa i d . The non - unde r s t and i ng by A r a i ses t he ques t i on as t o whe t he r t he r e i s
a prob l em i n i n t e rpr e t i ng t he con t r i bu t i on o f prosody i n ana l ys i ng t he sequen t i a l
and ac t i on i mpor t o f an u t t e r ance ( i n A and / or i n Broca ' s aphas i cs mor e gene r a l l y ) .

I n l i ne 9 , B i ns i s t s on he r r epe t i t i on r eques t and r e f ormu l a t es i t as t he promp t
' und ? / and? ' , and t h i s t i me she makes ve r y c l ea r t ha t she i s ask i ng f or r epe t i t i on o f
t he t roub l e i t em by po i n t i ng t o he r mou t h . Fur t he rmor e , she i s s i t t i ng i n a ve r y
f orma l upr i gh t pos i t i on and i s l ook i ng i n a ve r y f r i end l y and encour ag i ng way a t
A . The who l e scene has a t ouch o f t he i ns t i t u t i ona l ; t he f r i end behaves l i ke a

t he r ap i s t , so t ha t we have he r e t he i n t r i gu i ng case o f an i ns t i t u t i ona l - t ype o t he r -
i n i t i a t ed se l f - r epa i r i n t he m i dd l e o f a pee r - t o - pee r conve r sa t i on . I n l i ne 11 , A f i na l l y

produces t he cor r ec t ' Geb i B ' and i s ' r ewa rded ' by a br i gh t sm i l e by B wh i ch beg i ns
exac t l y a f t e r t he a r t i cu l a t i on o f t he onse t o f ' Geb i B ' . No t e t ha t - ana l ogous t o t he
ove r cor r ec t ' Br aun : schwe i g ' i n l i ne 12 o f ep i sode 1- A pronounces t he pr ev i ous l y
prob l ema t i c pa r t o f ' Geb i B ' i n an ove r cor r ec t way , ev i denc i ng t ha t she knows
whe r e t he prob l em was . And B ' s ove r l app i ng ' Ja ' i n l i ne 12- i mmed i a t e l y a f t e r t he
de l i ve r i ng o f t he pr e f i x ' Ge : ' wh i ch was m i ss i ng i n A ' s pr eced i ng t r i a l s - and B ' s
sm i l e beg i nn i ng exac t l y when A i s l aunch i ng t he a r t i cu l a t i on o f t he pr e f i x , a l l t h i s
shows t ha t i t was r ea l l y t h i s pr e f i x wh i ch B wan t ed t o e l i c i t . Th i s s t r eng t hens t he
i mpr ess i on t ha t B i s conduc t i ng he r se l f he r e l i ke a t he r ap i s t and t hus cons t i t u t es t he
pa t i en t as ' i mpa i r ed ' .

For t he d i scuss i on o f B ' s move i n l i ne 8 o f ep i sode 1 as t he prov i s i on o f a mode l
t o cor r ec t t he a r t i cu l a t i on o f ' Br aunschwe i g ' , t he r e l evan t obse r va t i on he r e i s t ha t
B does no t g i ve t he mode l ' Geb i f 3 ' once mor e , bu t e l i c i t s t he f i na l success f u l se l f -
r epa i r o f A by po i n t i ng t o t he ' Geb i B ' . I t i s as i f she canno t r ea l l y be l i eve t ha t A
was unab l e t o r epea t t he mode l i mmed i a t e l y a t l i ne 4 . And ac t ua l l y , a c l ose r
i nspec t i on o f t he v i deo t aped da t a shows t ha t B ' s non - be l i ev i ng i s j us t i f i ed . D i r ec t l y
a f t e r A ' s unsuccess f u l produc t i on o f t he se l f - i n i t i a t ed se l f - r epa i r ' / b i s t / ' i n l i ne 2 ,
A con t i nues t o move he r l i ps and appea r s c l ea r l y t o be l aunch i ng a t h i rd t r y , t ha t
i s , ano t he r se l f - r epa i r . Bu t B i n t e r venes be f or e she can do so by prov i d i ng t he word
i n l i ne 3 . G i ven A ' s ongo i ng v i s i b l e a r t i cu l a t or y movemen t s , howeve r , he r ' / b i B ' /
i n l i ne 4 i s a l mos t ce r t a i n l y no t t he r esponse t o t he mode l g i ven by B , bu t r a t he r t he
t h i rd se l f - i n i t i a t ed t r y i n i t i a t ed be f or e t ha t mode l . The r e i s a prob l em he r e , bu t no t
a r epe t i t i on prob l em . Prov i ded w i t h t he mode l on l y once and t hen unm i s t akab l y
r eques t ed by B t o r epea t i t , A i s pe r f ec t l y success f u l - as expec t ed on t he
aphas i o l og i ca l know l edge abou t A , bu t obv i ous l y a l so expec t ed by B who appea r s
t o know t ha t A can po t en t i a l l y pro f i t f rom be i ng g i ven a mode l .

Tak i ng i n t o accoun t t h i s ana l ys i s o f ep i sode 2 , t he ' Br aunschwe i g ' i n l i ne 8 o f
ep i sode I can be p l aus i b l y cons i de r ed as t he i mp l emen t a t i on o f t wo ac t i ons a t t he
same t i me . One o f t hem (produc t i on o f a cor r ec t i ve mode l as po t en t i a l he l p f or A
i n t a l k s t i l l t o come ) t r ea t s A as ' i mpa i r ed ' . Howeve r , t h i s ' t he r apeu t i c ' aspec t i s
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m i t i ga t ed by embedd i ng i t i n ano t he r ac t i on . As men t i oned above , i t can be an
unde r s t and i ng / hea r i ng check . F rom t he pe r spec t i ve o f common pr ac t i ces i n
ord i na r y conve r sa t i on w i t h un i mpa i r ed i n t e r ac t an t s , t h i s ac t i on , howeve r norma l
i n t h i s sequen t i a l pos i t i on , i n f ac t accomp l i shes t he unde r scor i ng o f t he occur r ence
o f a prob l em. I t does so by s t opp i ng t he sequence i n progr ess i n orde r t o dea l w i t h
a prob l em o f hea r i ng / unde r s t and i ng ( a l t hough , we no t e aga i n , A ' s pa r aphas i a i n
l i ne 6 i s so m i l d t ha t t he name o f t he c i t y i s un l i ke l y t o have been m i sunde r s t ood ) .
I t wou l d exemp l i f y an ' exposed ' cor r ec t i on r a t he r t han an ' embedded ' one
( Je f f e r son 1987) . Howeve r , f rom t he pe r spec t i ve o f wha t can be obse r ved i n
i n t e r ac t i ons w i t h aphas i cs - be i t i n i ns t i t u t i ona l or i n ' eve r yday ' s l i f e ' se t -
t i ngs- B ' s move i n l i ne 8 can be cons i de r ed as r e l a t i ve l y unob t rus i ve . ' She
comb i nes t he ac t i on o f he l p i ng he r f r i end t o a cor r ec t pronunc i a t i on i n t a l k t o come
w i t h t he ac t i on o f an hea r i ng / unde r s t and i ng check . The l a t t e r t r ea t s A ' s pa r aphas i a
as prob l ema t i c f or unde r s t and i ng , bu t a t t he same t i me i t ' masks ' t he ac t i on o f
prov i d i ng he l p . We have t o appr ec i a t e t ha t B a t l eas t t r i es t o p l ay down t he
aphas i o l og i ca l background . Th i s i s an occur r ence wh i ch exemp l i f i es t he ea r l i e r
d i scuss i on i n t he i n t roduc t i on abou t t he poss i b l e mu l t i va l en t cha r ac t e r i za t i ons o f
an u t t e r ance .

Howeve r , t he r e i s s t i l l ano t he r unde r s t and i ng o f B ' s ' Br aunschwe i g (?) '
( r e t urn i ng t o t he t h i rd ana l ys i s prom i sed ea r l i e r ) , one wh i ch cha r ac t e r i zes i t as a
de f i n i t e l y ben i gn ac t i on - wh i cheve r un i ve r se o f d i scour se i s used t o f r ame i t . For
B ' s ' Br aunschwe i g ' can be t aken he r e as a ma r ke r o f surpr i se ; she has a f t e r a l l had
he r pr ev i ous unde r s t and i ng (based on wha t M i t z i sa i d ) cor r ec t ed , and she can he r e
be ma r k i ng A ' s u t t e r ance as . ' news ' . Such an ac t i on i s a common pr ac t i ce i n t h i s
sequen t i a l pos i t i on and t hus does no t cons t i t u t e t he pa t i en t as ' i mpa i r ed ' . The
ac t i on o f prov i d i ng he l p wou l d be r ea l l y ' embedded ' i n t h i s ac t i on . I t r ema i ns
unc l ea r whe t he r B checks unde r s t and i ng or expr esses surpr i se a t l i ne 8. Bu t i t can
be sa f e l y sa i d t ha t i t i s a t l eas t no t des i gned t o l aunch a quas i - t he r apeu t i c exe r c i se
as i n ep i sode 2 , and t he r e i s some i nd i ca t i on t ha t a t l eas t A r ece i ves i t as an
unde r s t and i ng / hea r i ng check ( see d i scuss i on o f l i nes 12 - 13) .

To summa r i ze so f a r , B ' s u t t e r ance a t l i ne 8 ach i eves t wo t h i ngs : she ge t s t he
r econ f i rma t i on t ha t Br aunschwe i g was i n f ac t t he s i t e o f t he excur s i on ( e i t he r as a
r esponse t o an unde r s t and i ng check or as a r esponse t o he r be i ng surpr i sed ) , bu t
she has a l so he l ped he r f r i end t o a cor r ec t a r t i cu l a t i on o f t h i s c i t y name i n
subsequen t t a l k . And t h i s he l p i s g i ven i n a m i n i ma l l y i n t rus i ve way , i n a way wh i ch
p l ays down t he aphas i o l og i ca l background and does no t t oo s t rong l y unde r scor e
A ' s l i ngu i s t i c de f i c i enc i es .

B ' s unob t rus i ve suppor t i n ep i sode I con t r as t s s t r i k i ng l y w i t h he r open l y
t he r apeu t i c behav i our i n ep i sode 2 . Bu t t he l a t t e r i s abso l u t e l y un i que i n t he who l e

o f t h i s hour - l ong conve r sa t i on ; t he r e i s no o t he r compa r ab l e occur r ence . I n f ac t ,

B ' s i n t e r ven t i ons con t r as t , f or examp l e , w i t h i n t e r ven t i ons by A ' s husband such as t he f o l l ow i ng :
" A i s i n a word f i nd i ng prob l em and appea l s t o he r husband f or he l p ; he does prov i de t he word ,

bu t on l y a f t e r say i ng : ' Now once mor e , we a r e i n a s i t ua t i on whe r e we can ' t go on '
" A o f f e r s a t e l egr am ' boys ge t t i ng up ' . The husband r esponds w i t h r a i sed , t eache r - l i ke vo i ce and

w i t h con t i nua t i on i n t ona t i on : ' When t he ch i l dr en ge t up - ' .
I t i s c l ea r t ha t t he husband- un l i ke B- unde r scor es t he de f i c i enc i es o f A ' s t a l k . He does co - cons t ruc t ,
bu t i n a way wh i ch cas t s A as ' i mpa i r ed ' . And t h i s i s appa r en t l y so prob l ema t i c f or A t ha t she avo i ds
' i nv i t i ng ' h i m t o he l p he r by r esor t i ng t o t e l egr aph i c s t y l e ( f or a mor e e l abor a t ed d i scuss i on o f t h i s
aspec t o f t e l egr aph i c s t y l e , see ana l ys i s o f ep i sode 3 and Conc l us i on and Pe r spec t i ves ) . Pe rhaps t h i s
can be t aken as a wa rn i ng aga i ns t t he na i ve conv i c t i on t ha t co l l abor a t i on i s a l ways a f r i end l y ac t .
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t he r e l a t i ve l y unob t rus i ve way o f g i v i ng suppor t i s common i n B ' s conduc t ( and
seve r a l mor e i ns t ances w i l l be shown i n t h i s pape r ) . Thus , t he r e r ema i ns t he

ques t i on : how sha l l we unde r s t and B ' s open l y t he r apeu t i c s t ance i n ep i sode 2? One

s t rong poss i b i l i t y seems f a i r l y s t r a i gh t f orwa rd and can be f ound i n t he second pa r t
o f ep i sode 2 , as we l l as i n seve r a l o t he r ep i sodes no t pr esen t ed i n t h i s pape r : B t r ea t s
as prob l ema t i c t he t op i c o f A ' s prob l ems w i t h he r husband . Wheneve r A i s t a l k i ng
abou t he r husband ' s prob l ems and he r prob l ems w i t h h i m , B g i ves t he conve r sa t i on
a t urn away f rom t h i s de l i ca t e t e r r i t or y . I n ep i sode 2 , B t akes t he oppor t un i t y o f a
l oca l prob l em ( t he pa r aphas i a ' / b i s : / ' ) t o so l ve a cons i de r ab l y mor e subs t an t i a l
prob l em - t he gene r a l t op i c o f t he t a l k wh i ch A i s pur su i ng . The f ac t t ha t she does
no t succeed i n t h i s r espec t (A con t i nues w i t h t he t op i c ) i s a d i f f e r en t ma t t e r . '

Le t ' s now con t i nue t he ana l ys i s o f ep i sode 1 . I n l i ne 10 , B produces a sor t o f

' sequence - c l os i ng t h i rd pos i t i on ' t urn (Scheg l o f f 1995 , pp . 113 - 142) ; bu t he r e t he
' ähä ' may se r ve as we l l t o r a t i f y t he ' ground i ng ' (C l a r k and Schae f f e r 1987) o f A ' s
i den t i f i ca t i on o f t he c i t y wh i ch i s t he se t t i ng f or t he t e l l i ng . W i t h t h i s , t he sequence
i n i t i a t ed by B ' s second ques t i on a t l i nes 2 - 3 has been brough t t o poss i b l e ( t hough
no t necessa r y ) comp l e t i on , and A cou l d now proceed t o answe r B ' s f i r s t ques t i on
a t l i ne 1 , or i n some o t he r f ash i on ex t end t he t e l l i ng abou t t he excur s i on . A does
i ndeed go on t o t ake t he t urn , and , a t l i nes 12- 13 , she produces a sen t ence wh i ch
wou l d , a f t e r r emova l o f a l l t roub l es and r epa i r s , be : ' Br aunschwe i g i s t denn de r

We i hnach t sma r k t / Br aunschwe i g i s PRY t he Chr i s t mas f a i r ' . The r e i s - gr amma t i ca l l y
speak i ng - an i l l ega l om i ss i on o f a pr epos i t i on be f or e ' Br aunschwe i g ' , no t unusua l
i n agr amma t i cs when no t speak i ng i n t e l egr aph i c s t y l e . O t he rw i se , t he sen t ence i s
cor r ec t ; i n pa r t i cu l a r , i t i nc l udes a f i n i t e ve rb , t he absence o f wh i ch wou l d be
c r i t e r i a l f or t e l egr aph i c - e l l i p t i c expr ess i ons (Ho f s t ede 1992 ; see above ) . The
t roub l e and t he r epa i r i n l i nes 12 / 13 dese r ve some mor e de t a i l ed desc r i p t i on , as
does t he sequence - organ i za t i ona l s t a t us o f t he u t t e r ance and t he ac t i on i t i s

accomp l i sh i ng .
A f t e r t he ' denn ' , A ge t s i n t o word f i nd i ng prob l ems . A f t e r some ' ed i t i ng t e rms '

and an i nbr ea t h , she produces a de f i n i t e a r t i c l e (wh i ch , r e t rospec t i ve l y , t urns ou t t o
be cor r ec t : nom . masc . sg . ) . W i t h t he onse t o f t he a r t i c l e , A a l so l aunches a ges t ur e
w i t h he r l e f t a rm cons i s t i ng i n r a i s i ng t he a rm ( approx i ma t e l y up t o t he he i gh t o f
t he shou l de r s ) , t hen f orm i ng a sor t o f a qua r t e r - c i r c l e by t urn i ng i n a t t he e l bows
and t he wr i s t . Howeve r , , a f t e r t he a r t i c l e , A ' s word f i nd i ng prob l ems pe r s i s t . She

pauses and produces f ur t he r ed i t i ng t e rms . Dur i ng t h i s i n t e r rup t i on o f t he NP , t he

ges t ur e i s i n t e r rup t ed t oo . The a rm goes down , and i s on l y r a i sed aga i n t o r epea t
t he ges t ur e a t A ' s f i r s t a t t emp t t o go on w i t h t he NP . Th i s f i r s t a t t emp t i s a f a l se
s t a r t ' Ka r - ' wh i ch i s i mmed i a t e l y s t opped and exp l i c i t l y r e j ec t ed by a ' °ne i n° / no ' .
No t e t ha t t he ges t ur e on ' Ka r - ' i s s t opped t oo , j us t as a t t he s t a r t o f t roub l e a f t e r
t he a r t i c l e . Wh i l e u t t e r i ng t he r e j ec t i on ' ne i n ' , t he a rm drops down . Then , w i t h t he

Because we a r e no t go i ng t o exp l i ca t e t he second ha l f o f ep i sode 2 , he r e some summa r y r ema r ks on
i t f or t he r eade r ' s he l p : i t i s no t on l y t ha t A ' s husband has phys i ca l prob l ems , bu t t hey , i n t urn , l ead
t o a ma t r i mon i a l c r i s i s . B does no t a l ways approve o f t he s t eps t aken by A i n orde r t o cope w i t h t he
c r i s i s nor does she a l ways agr ee w i t h A ' s assessmen t o f t he c r i s i s . I n t h i s ep i sode , B i s shocked when
she l ea rns t ha t A appea l ed t o he r mo t he r - i n- l aw and asked he r t o come t o A ' s home i n orde r t o
i n t e r vene . The sequence o f pa r t i c l es produced by B a t l i ne 22 o f ep i sode 2 ' >a l so <w i r k l i ch j e t z t
ma l ' i s ve r y i d i oma t i c ; i t s mean i ng can be conveyed i n t he f o l l ow i ng way : ' You a r e a hope l ess case ;
I do no t wan t t o a rgue w i t h you any l onge r . Go on w i t h your t e l l i ng ; bu t I won ' t say any t h i ng any
l onge r ' . Th i s w i t hdr awa l by B- t hough a dr as t i c expr ess i on o f he r d i sapprova l - has a t l eas t t he

advan t age t ha t i t spa r es B r epea t ed expr ess i ons o f t h i s d i spr e f e r r ed ac t i on .
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onse t o f t he cor r ec t ' We i hnach t sma r k t ' , A pe r f orms t he same ges t ur e as be f or e . I t
i s c l ea r l y an i con i c ges t ur e , pro j ec t i ng t he l a rgeness o f t he Chr i s t mas f a i r wh i ch A
addr esses i n l i ne 15 . Dur i ng t he word sea r ch phase i n l i ne 12 , A ' s body pos i t i on and

gaze r ema i n or i en t ed t owa rds B . Howeve r , a f t e r she produced a c l ea r e r ror ( t he
f a l se s t a r t / Ka r - / ) , she t urns en t i r e l y away f rom he r f r i end . Th i s i s qu i t e compa t i b l e
w i t h behav i our o f non - aphas i c peop l e dur i ng word sea r ch (Goodw i n and Goodw i n

1986) ; and t he dr ama t i c sh i f t o f body pos i t i on and gaze d i r ec t i on a f t e r t he e r ror

may be t aken t o d i sp l ay an or i en t a t i on t o t he pr e f e r ence f or se l f - i n i t i a t ed se l f - r epa i r
i n t he same t urn ( see Scheg l o f f e t a / . 1977 , pp . 375 - 377) . A ' s behav i our dur i ng word
sea r ch and se l f - r epa i r w i l l be r e - addr essed i n t he d i scuss i on o f ep i sode 3 , be l ow .

A l t hough t he ges t ur e a f f i l i a t ed w i t h ' We i hnach t sma r k t ' t hus appea r s t o

an t i c i pa t e t he t urn a t l i ne 15 , t he t urn a t l i nes 12 - 13 i t se l f i s des i gned t o ex t end t he

pr eced i ng sequence beyond t he pr ev i ous l y d i scussed poss i b l e sequence comp l e t i on
a t l i ne 10 . I t i s l a rge l y t hrough t he dep l oymen t o f t he pa r t i c l e ' denn ' , he r e
r ende r ab l e as a weak f orm o f ' a f t e r a l l ' , t ha t t h i s i s accomp l i shed (no t e t ha t t he use
o f ' denn ' i n t h i s con t ex t i s h i gh l y spec i f i c t o Nor t h - Ge rman speake r s i nc l ud i ng
Be r l i ne r s ) . A he r e t akes up a somewha t r emons t r a t i ve s t ance t owa rd t he pr eced i ng
t roub l e w i t h ' Br aunschwe i g ' - t he puz z l e ove r i t s i den t i t y and t he c l a i m o f t roub l e
i n r ecogn i z i ng i t s a r t i cu l a t i on embod i ed i n B ' s unde r s t and i ng check . A ' s u t t e r ance
he r e can be r ende r ed rough l y as , ' Br aunschwe i g a f t e r a l l i s t he Chr i s t mas f a i r ! ' .
Bes i des t he pa r t i c l e , i t i s t he use o f t he de f i n i t e a r t i c l e (de r We i hnach t sma r k t ) wh i ch
l i nks A ' s u t t e r ance t o t he pr eced i ng sequence . I t ma r ks t he Chr i s t mas f a i r i n

Br aunschwe i g as a ' f amous ' even t so t ha t Br aunschwe i g i s a p l ace t ha t can se r ve as
t he des t i na t i on o f a ' bu t t e r excur s i on ' i n t he Chr i s t mas season - hence no r eason
t o be surpr i sed or t o r eques t a r econ f i rma t i on . As A ' s ges t ur e an t i c i pa t es t he

ensu i ng t urn t o a desc r i p t i on o f t he s i ze o f t he Chr i s t mas f a i r , t he u t t e r ance i n wh i ch
i t i s dep l oyed embod i es a s t ance t owa rd wha t has occur r ed i n t he pr eced i ng
sequence , a move wh i ch se r ves t o br i ng i t t o poss i b l e c l osur e aga i n . The t urn i ng
away f rom t he l a t t e r t o t he f orme r i s ma r ked , as no t ed be l ow , by ' Abe r / Bu t ' , wh i ch
se t s o f f a new depa r t ur e i n t he t a l k a t l i ne 15 .

The t a l k a t l i nes 12 / 13 con t a i ns a me t hodo l og i ca l l y i n t e r es t i ng f ea t ur e . Ar t i c l es
and pa r t i c l es be l ong t o ' t hose t e r r i b l e sma l l words ' w i t h wh i ch agr amma t i cs
no t or i ous l y have prob l ems . F rom t he da t a pr esen t ed by S t a r k and Dr ess l e r (1990) ,
i t can be i n f e r r ed t ha t , i n t he speech o f Ge rman agr amma t i cs , t he r e i s an i mba l ance
be t ween de f i n i t e and i nde f i n i t e a r t i c l es i n f avour o f t he de f i n i t e ones . And

Regenbr ech t e t a l . (1992) f i nd such a subs t an t i a l ove ruse o f t he de f i n i t e a r t i c l es i n
Ge rman Broca ' s aphas i cs t ha t t he au t hor s exc l ude t hem as a r e l i ab l e ' t i e ' se r v i ng
t he cons t i t u t i on o f cohes i on . Thus , aphas i o l og i s t s wou l d probab l y shr i nk f rom

g i v i ng t he pa r t i c l e and t he de f i n i t e a r t i c l e such a r e l evance as has been a t t r i bu t ed t o
' denn ' and ' de r ' i n t he pr eced i ng d i scuss i on . He r e i s a ma t t e r o f cons i de r ab l e

me t hodo l og i ca l i mpor t : shou l d t he speech o f aphas i cs be i nspec t ed f or i t s
robus t ness or f or i t s weakness? I n o t he r words , shou l d t he u t t e r ances o f pa t i en t s
be t aken as j us t wha t t he pa t i en t s ' mean t o say ' ( a t l eas t , as f a r as t he r e a r e no

compe l l i ng r easons no t t o do so ) or shou l d wha t eve r a pa t i en t says a l ways be

hypo t hes i zed as a poss i b l e e r ror and no t wha t was i n t ended? Mor e gene r a l l y , sha l l
such pe r sons a l ways be t r ea t ed as pr i ma r i l y and mos t r e l evan t l y ' aphas i cs ' , or i s t h i s

j us t one o f t he i den t i t i es t hey can r e l evan t l y assume i n and f or t he i n t e r ac t i on ( c f .
Scheg l o f f 1991 , 1992a , 1997b )? W i t h i n t he f r amewor k o f CA , such i den t i t i es - and

any pa r t i cu l a r i den t i t y ou t o f t he i nde f i n i t e l y l a rge se t wh i ch cha r ac t e r i zes any
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pe r son - - a r e t aken t o be , i n pr i nc i p l e , con t i ngen t ach i evemen t s o f t he i n t e r ac t i on
i t se l f . Accord i ng l y , t he u t t e r ances a r e t aken and exp l i ca t ed as t hey a r e produced
and t he obse r ve r s do no t apr i or i br i ng t o bea r a s t ock o f aphas i o l og i ca l know l edge
as necessa r i l y r e l evan t t o any g i ven u t t e r ance or componen t o f an u t t e r ance . The
r e l evan t ques t i on i s no t wha t aphas i o l og i s t s may c l ass i f y as po t en t i a l l y i ncor r ec t , bu t
wha t i s t r ea t ed by t he speake r and t he r ec i p i en t as prob l ema t i c , and wha t i s t r ea t ed
by t he r ec i p i en t ( and by t he speake r ) as br i ng i ng t o t he f or e t he r e l evance o f t he
speake r as ' aphas i c ' ( as i n ep i sode 2) . I n t he pr esen t case , t he r e i s no s i gn t ha t B
r ece i ves A ' s u t t e r ance , i nc l ud i ng t he r emons t r a t i ve s t ance expr essed i n i t , as
prob l ema t i c or as ' un j us t i f i ed ' .

I n l i ne 15 , A cha r ac t e r i zes t he ' We i hnach t sma r k t / Chr i s t mas f a i r ' as ' un : wahr -
sche i n l i ch / gro t s / / unbe l i evab l , y l a rge ' . The r e i s a m i nor pa r aphas i a : ' / gro t s / '
i ns t ead o f ' gro f i ' . The expr ess i on i s l i nked t o he r pr eced i ng t a l k by t he connec t i ve
' abe r / bu t ' , a usage wh i ch may he r e be unde r s t ood t o ma r k a sh i f t i n t he t e l l i ng
f rom t he cour se o f t he t e l l i ng - so- f a r , and t he i mmed i a t e l y pr eced i ng i den t i f i ca t i on
o f i t s s i t e i n pa r t i cu l a r , t o i t s nega t i ve aspec t s- t he i l l - su i t ed l i m i t a t i on o f ava i l ab l e
t i me t o t he ex t ens i veness o f t he ma r ke t . No t e t ha t t he dep l oymen t o f ' abe r ' i n t h i s
way can on l y be exp l i ca t ed i f t he de f i n i t e a r t i c l e and t he pa r t i c l e i n t he pr eced i ng
TCU a r e t aken ' se r i ous l y ' , t ha t i s as r e t roac t i ve s t ance ma r ke r s . As d i scussed i n t he
pr eced i ng pa r agr aph , aphas i o l og i s t s m i gh t no t be i nc l i ned t o do so . Bu t i f t he
pa r t i c l e and t he de f i n i t e a r t i c l e a r e t r ea t ed as ' po t en t i a l l y i ncor r ec t ' , t hen one wou l d
be f or ced t o cons i de r a l so t he connec t i ve ' abe r ' as i ncor r ec t or a t l eas t as
prob l ema t i c ( t hen ' und / and ' wou l d be t he mor e appropr i a t e connec t i ve ) . Aga i n ,
l i ngu i s t i cs- or i en t ed aphas i o l og i s t s w i l l probab l y no t hes i t a t e t o do so ( see r ema r ks
o f S t a r k and Dr ess i e r 1990 , on connec t i ves - i n t he i r s t udy unde r t he rubr i c
' con j unc t i ons ' ) . Bu t t o pe rmanen t l y l ook a t ce r t a i n words and cons t ruc t i ons (or
t he i r om i ss i on ) i n agr amma t i c speech as po t en t i a l l y i ncor r ec t wou l d l ead t o a
me t hodo l og i ca l d i l emma : wha t eve r a pa t i en t says m i gh t no t be wha t s / he ' wan t s
( i n t ends?) t o say ' . Th i s i s no t i n keep i ng w i t h wha t t he co - pa r t i c i pan t s o f aphas i c
pa t i en t s do . F i r s t o f a l l , t hey a r e no t spec i a l i s t s i n l anguage pa t ho l ogy ( a t l eas t no t
as a pro f ess i ona l d i sc i p l i ne , a l t hough t hey may be qu i t e know l edgeab l e i n a
pr ac t i ca l sense abou t a pa r t i cu l a r pe r son ' s d i f f i cu l t i es ) . And , second , CA ' s
comm i t men t as an ana l y t i c exp l i ca t i on o f soc i a l i n t e r ac t i on r equ i r es ana l ys t s t o
r eg i s t e r some t h i ng as ' prob l ema t i c ' on l y i f t h i s c l a i m can be grounded e i t he r i n t he
demons t r ab l e t r ea t men t o f t he occur r ence as prob l ema t i c by t he pa r t i es t o t he
i n t e r ac t i on , or by demons t r a t i ng bo t h t he emp i r i ca l bas i s f or t he c l a i m o f
prob l ema t i c i t y and t he conce r t ed conduc t o f t he pa r t i c i pan t s i n avo i d i ng i t s be i ng
made ove r t l y prob l ema t i c on t ha t occas i on . And i n t he pr esen t case - t he i mpac t o f
' denn , de r , and abe r ' - none o f t h i s i s demons t r ab l e .

The expr ess i on ' abe r unwahr sche i n : l i ch / gro t s / ' i s a t e l egr aph i c u t t e r ance
accord i ng t o t he de f i n i t i on g i ven ea r l i e r . The m i ss i ng e l emen t s wou l d be a
gr amma t i ca l sub j ec t r e f e r r i ng t o t he Chr i s t mas f a i r and t he copu l a ' wa r / was ' .
Howeve r , one can r easonab l y ask onese l f whe t he r - i n t h i s pos i t i on - t he
expr ess i on i s no t en t i r e l y canon i ca l ( compa r e , f or i ns t ance , w i t h t he examp l es f rom
un i mpa i r ed speake r s pr esen t ed ea r l i e r ) . I t wou l d be t e l egr aph i c - e f f i p t i c on l y f rom
t he pe r spec t i ve o f a norma t i ve gr amma r wh i ch t akes i so l a t ed sen t ences / u t t e r ances
as i t s ana l y t i c pr i m i t i ves . I n a ' pos i t i ona l l y sens i t i ve ' gr amma r (Scheg l o f f 1996a ,
pp . 106 - 111 e t pass i m) , t he expr ess i on wou l d no t need any f ur t he r ana l ys i s or spec i a l
c l ass i f i ca t i on . I ns t ead , a gr amma t i ca l l y mor e e l abor a t ed expr ess i on such as ' Abe r
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de r wa r unwahr sche i n l i ch groB / bu t i t - DEM was unbe l i evab l y l a rge ' wou l d cons t i t u t e
some spec i a l use .

The t wo sy l l ab l es ' un- ' and ' sche i n- ' a r e accompan i ed by t wo ges t ur a l
movemen t s . They a r e ca r r i ed ou t w i t h t he e l bow and wr i s t f u l l y s t r e t ched and t he
hand f l a t . On t he t wo sy l l ab l es (bo t h a r e s t r essed ) t he pa t i en t ve r t i ca l l y waves he r
a rm. The ges t ur es may se r ve as i n t ens i f i e r s wh i ch cap t ur e i n ges t i cu l a t i on t he
seman t i c i n t ens i f i ca t i on r ea l i zed by t he word ' unwahr sche i n l i ch / unbe l i evaby ' . The
f orm o f t he ges t ur es ( s t r e t ched a rm , f l a t hand - as i f po i n t i ng t o a f a r away po i n t )
i s ce r t a i n l y i con i c . I t f ocuses on ano t he r aspec t o f t he ex t ens i on o f t he ma r ke t t han
t he ges t ur e i n l i nes 12 / 13 . Thus , t he who l e ges t i cu l a t i on i n l i ne 15 cons t i t u t es a
comp l ex ges t ur e : i t s rhy t hm i ca l r epe t i t i ons f unc t i on as i n t ens i f i ca t i on wh i ch i s
supe r i mposed on t he i con i c ges t ur e . I t may be no t ed he r e t ha t i n t h i s occur r ence o f
comp l ex ges t i cu l a t i on , as we l l as i n any o t he r ac t i on o f ges t i cu l a t i on o f A , t he
au t hor s cou l d no t de t ec t any prope r t y s t r i k i ng t hem as dev i an t f rom norma l
a l t hough , on t he bas i s o f McNe i l l (1992 , p . 332 i f . ) , one wou l d have expec t ed t o f i nd
prob l ems (ove ruse o f r epr esen t a t i ona l ges t ur es , d i f f i cu l t i es i n t he rhy t hm i c
dep l oymen t o f ges t ur es ) .

I n l i ne 17 , A ends he r t urn by dep l or i ng t ha t t hey had on l y one hour t o s t ro l l
a round t he ma r ke t . W i t h t he beg i nn i ng o f ' e i ne / one ' , A r a i ses he r t humb- t he
conven t i ona l ges t ur e f or ' i ' i n Ge rman - and t hen she ca r r i es ou t f i ne quas i -
r epe t i t i ons ( a rm and r a i sed t humb a r e r e t r ac t ed and t hen pu t f orwa rd aga i n ) on t he
s t r essed sy l l ab l es ' S t un- ' and ' ha- ' . These , t oge t he r w i t h t he non- canon i ca l word
orde r ( t he ob j ec t - NP i s pr eposed ) , unde r l i ne t he aspec t expr essed exp l i c i t l y by t he
f i na l ' nur / on l j " : j us t one hour was no t enough i n A ' s eyes .

The expr ess i on o f A i n l i ne 17 i s a f u l l y e l abor a t ed sen t ence , bu t i t con t a i ns a
gr amma t i ca l e r ror ( t he t ense o f ' haben / bave ' : i t shou l d be t he pr e t e r i t e ' ha t t en ' ) . I n
add i t i on , t he sen t ence sounds ve r y ' wooden ' and un i d i oma t i c . Th i s i s due t o t he
m i ss i ng word ' Au f en t ha l t / s t op - ove r ' . I n t he con t ex t o f such bus excur s i ons ,
Ge rman speake r s usua l l y add ' Au f en t ha l t ' t o t he i nd i ca t i on o f t he t i me span . The
word orde r i s f r ee ; i t can i mmed i a t e l y f o l l ow t he expr ess i on i nd i ca t i ng t he t i me
span , bu t i t can a l so be sepa r a t ed f rom i t : ' E i ne S t unde Au f en t ha l t ha t t en w i r nur '
and ' B i ne S t unde ha t t en w i r nur Au f en t ha l t ' a r e bo t h f i ne . No t e t ha t t h i s
' Au f en t ha l t ' does no t r ea l l y add new i n f orma t i on ; i t s pr esence i s s i mp l y i d i oma t i c
( a t l eas t f or t he f i r s t au t hor and some o t he r na t i ve Ge rman speake r s consu l t ed by

h i m) . Thus , wha t B does i n l i ne 18 i s a sor t o f cor r ec t i on o f A ' s u t t e r ance by
round i ng i t o f f , mak i ng i t ' mor e i d i oma t i c ' . Howeve r , t h i s o f f e r o f a r e - comp l e t i on
i s a t t he same t i me an ac t o f mak i ng sur e t ha t she unde r s t ood A cor r ec t l y , as
ev i denced by t he s l i gh t l y r i s i ng i n t ona t i on .

G i ven t he f ac t t ha t t he a t t achmen t o f ' Au f en t ha l t ' t o A ' s sen t ence does no t r ea l l y
add mor e i n f orma t i on , i t i s somewha t surpr i s i ng t ha t A r esponds w i t h a nega t i on
i n l i ne 19 . I t i s conce i vab l e t ha t t he ' nee ' ac t ua l l y i s a con f i rma t i on . The ' nur / on ' y '
i n A ' s t urn l i ne 17 i s proxy t o some t h i ng l i ke ' no mor e ' , so t ha t t he ' f l ee ' con f i rms
t h i s nega t i ve aspec t . Howeve r , A wan t s t o say some t h i ng mor e a f t e r t he ' nee ' and
a shor t pause bu t wha t she says r ema i ns i ncompr ehens i b l e and , i s i n ove r l ap w i t h
t he s t a r t o f B ' s nex t t urn . Thus , i t i s equa l l y conce i vab l e t ha t A ' s ' nee ' i s r ea l l y a

nega t i on , and t ha t A i s l aunch i ng an accoun t f or t h i s d i spr e f e r r ed r esponse . The
obse r ve r i s i n t he pr i v i l eged pos i t i on t o say t ha t i t i s unce r t a i n wha t A i s r ea l l y
do i ng w i t h he r ' nee ' , bu t no t so t he co - pa r t i c i pan t . B has t o do some t h i ng w i t h t he
4 nec ' , and t he f ac t t ha t she does no t wa i t f or an accoun t , bu t r a t he r makes a guess
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a t wha t t he pa r t i c i pan t s i n t he excur s i on d i d a f t e r t he s t op - ove r , a t t es t s t ha t she
t ook t he ' f l ee ' as a con f i rma t i on or a t l eas t as some t h i ng t ha t i s en t i r e l y
unprob l ema t i c f or he r . I t i s wor t h r ema r k i ng t ha t B ' s unde r s t and i ng check i s he r e
c l ea r l y gr a t u i t ous and t hus exposes t he un i d i oma t i c cha r ac t e r o f A ' s u t t e r ance . Bu t
t h i s t i me , un l i ke w i t h t he ' Br aunschwe i g (?) ' a t l i ne 8 , A does no t assume a
r emons t r a t i ve s t ance t o t h i s gr a t u i t ous check .

The t a l k abou t t he bu t t e r excur s i on i s no t ye t ove r a t t h i s po i n t . The f i r s t
ques t i on asked by B a t l i ne I has r ema i ned unanswe r ed , hav i ng been , i n e f f ec t ,
d i sp l aced or supe r seded by t he one a t l i nes 2- 3 . I n f ac t , a f t e r t he who l e ep i sode o f
t he excur s i on has been r ecoun t ed , end i ng w i t h A ' s r e t urn home , B asks aga i n abou t
t he me r chand i se wh i ch was on o f f e r a t l ow pr i ces and t hen ge t s a r ep l y .

���

To summa r i ze

(1) � The i n t e r ac t i on be t ween A and B wor ks i n a r e l a t i ve l y unprob l ema t i c way . The
managemen t o f t urn t ak i ng does no t show any spec i a l prope r t i es . He r e i s f ound
or i en t a t i on t o t he same pr e f e r ences as f ound e l sewhe r e , such as t he pr e f e r ence
f or se l f - i n i t i a t ed se l f - r epa i r i n t he same t urn .

(2) � A c l ea r l y does no t speak i n t e l egr aph i c s t y l e . She a i ms a t comp l e t e sen t ences
excep t i n pos i t i ons whe r e a pos i t i ona l l y sens i t i ve gr amma r wou l d c l ass i f y t he
subsen t en t i a l expr ess i on as canon i ca l ( l i ne 15) . A ' s cons t ruc t i ons show
de f i c i enc i es wh i ch a r e desc r i bed as t yp i ca l o f agr amma t i sm: a m i x t ur e o f
om i ss i ons and e r ror s , r e l a t i ve l y s i mp l e sen t ences wh i ch sound a b i t unsk i l f u l
and / or un i d i oma t i c .

(3) � B shows he r se l f t o be awa r e o f t he f ac t t ha t she i s conve r s i ng w i t h someone
who has a l anguage prob l em and needs he l p f rom t i me t o t i me . Fur t he rmor e ,
she appea r s t o know f a i r l y pr ec i se l y how she can he l p A ( see f i r s t ha l f o f ep i sode
2) . He r he l p and suppor t i s o f t en g i ven i n a m i n i ma l l y i mpos i ng way compa r ed
t o o t he r i n t e r ac t an t s w i t h aphas i c pe r sons ( i nc l ud i ng A ' s husband ; see f oo t no t e
3) , bu t s t i l l i n a way wh i ch can , i n ord i na r y conve r sa t i on (w i t hou t ' i mpa i r ed '
pa r t i c i pan t s ) , be t aken t o r eg i s t e r t he pr esence o f t roub l e i n t he t a l k by s t opp i ng
wha t i s o t he rw i se i n progr ess i n orde r t o check t he co - pa r t i c i pan t ' s
unde r s t and i ng .

(4) � Throughou t t he who l e conve r sa t i on B does no t d i sp l ay any or i en t a t i on t o
ove r t syn t ac t i c e r ror s i n A ' s speech . She l e t s pass t he i l l ega l om i ss i on o f t he
pr epos i t i on i n l i ne 12 , and t he i ncor r ec t t ense i n l i ne 17 , and she i gnor es t he
mass i ve m i scons t ruc t i ons i n l i ne I o f ep i sode 2. Th i s i s a l so common pr ac t i ce
i n ord i na r y conve r sa t i on among t he neuro l og i ca l l y un i mpa i r ed ; i t i s r a r e t o
f i nd o t he r - i n i t i a t ed r epa i r addr essed t o syn t ac t i c prob l ems .

���

' Te l egr aph i c ' speech
Le t us now exam i ne ep i sode 3. Th i s ep i sode comes approx i ma t e l y 8 m i nu t es a f t e r
ep i sode 2 wh i ch , i n t urn , came 5 m i nu t es a f t e r ep i sode 1 . A ' s pr ac t i ces o f t a l k i ng
i n t h i s ep i sode a r e i n va r i ous r espec t s d i f f e r en t f rom t hose i n t he pr eced i ng ex t r ac t s
and w i l l be cha r ac t e r i zed i n t he subsequen t d i scuss i on .
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Ep i sode (3)

��

01 A : " hhh Ach , hhh He r r Ah i e r t ? (1 . 0) ( (po i n t i ng t o t he ou t s i de ) ) I : h ,

" hhh ach , " hhh i . Ah l . r t ? (1 . 0 )

02 � " i eb . n t aua . nd Ma r k � (1 . 2) n : , as : , hhh dr . i - / p . r so : l / äh i n , as i a -

a . v . n t heusand ma r ks (1 . 2) n : , na : , " hhh t hr ee - / pe r so : 1 / ähm , ne i n -
03 B : - G . k l au t .

s t o . L . n .
04 A : Ja .

Yes .
05 B : D . r � wurd . b . k l au t ?

Ro - EM was robbed?
06 A : Ja . � : ) � áh , " hhh áh : , / rn . a t / , nee , äh , (Bru - ) , � nee t ab !

Yes . " hhh 4 : h , 4h , hJ i h Ah : , / m . s t / , no , ah , (br ea - ) , no t ab !

07 � hmna - � ( ( A v i v i d l y po i n t i ng t o he r br eas t dur i ng l i ne 6 - 7 ) )

hmca -
08 B : - Pus ( t o l a .

- gun

09 A : � � (P i s t o l . : au f d i e Bru i t ( ( i sy l l ) ) , und Hand . / nachun t . n / , ( (A pu t s hands t o � � � �

back ) ) � �

gun � t o t he br eas t ( ( l ayL I J ) , and hands / downva rds / ,
10 � � " hhh und , ah , urn dr . i : . �

1hh and , Ah , a t t hr ee (o ' c l ock )
11 � � (0 . 8) � ( ( A po i n t s t o t he ou t a i de ) )
12 A : (Ah .

Ah .
13 B : (Nacha i t t ags?

( i n t he ) a f t e rnoon?
14 A : Ja .

yes .
15

�

(0 . 8 )
16 A : Urn f dr e i .

A t

�

t hr ee .
17 B : � � ( I n � de rn Laden (da? � ( ( B po i n t s t o t he ou t s i de w i t h ch i n ) )

i n t he shop ove r - t he r e?
18 A : � � � ( Ja . � �

Yes .
19 � � (0 . 7 )
20 B : Aoh : !

Ach : !
21 (0 . 2)
22 B : Und wann?

And when?
23 A : " h l t h i : hrn , a , z - F r e i t ag , ab . r : - vor � ach t � Tagen .

" hhh 4 : hm , a , z - F r i day , bu t � - be f or e e i gh t days .
24 � � (0 . 5)
25 B : � ( e w i rd ) � i rnm . r sob l i mme r . �

( i t becaw . es ) � a l ways wor se . �

Th i ngs ge t wor se and wor se
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26 A : Ja .

Yes .

Wha t makes t h i s ep i sode d i f f e r en t shou l d be r ead i l y appa r en t . As men t i oned above ,
A showed no t endency t owa rds t e l egr aph i c s t y l e e i t he r i n conve r sa t i ons w i t h t he
f i r s t au t hor or i n a conve r sa t i on w i t h he r husband ; and even i n t he conve r sa t i on
w i t h he r f r i end B , comp l e t e sen t ences pr eva i l , w i t h t he usua l prope r t i es o f
agr amma t i s rn . I n t h i s r espec t , ep i sode I i s qu i t e r epr esen t a t i ve o f A ' s speech i n t h i s
conve r sa t i on . Howeve r , i n ep i sode 3 , we f i nd r ecur r en t use o f t e l egr aph i c
expr ess i ons . To r epea t , t he pr esen t use o f t he t e rm ' t e l egr aph i c expr ess i on ' does
no t necessa r i l y i mp l y t ha t - f rom t he pe r spec t i ve o f CA- any t h i ng i s m i ss i ng so
t ha t t he expr ess i on becomes prob l ema t i c . I t shou l d a l so be r epea t ed t ha t t he use o f
t he t e rm ' adap t i ve s t r a t egy ' does no t necessa r i l y i mp l y t ha t a pa t i en t sw i t ches ove r
t o a t e l egr aph i c s t y l e as t he produc t o f consc i ous con t ro l . Agr amma t i cs some t i mes
( t r y t o ) speak i n comp l e t e sen t ences ( as A i n ep i sode 1) , and some t i mes t hey speak
i n t e l egr aph i c expr ess i ons ( as A does i n ep i sode 3) . The ques t i on o f whe t he r t h i s i s

pa r t l y unde r con t ro l i s i n t e r es t i ng , bu t no t o f r e l evance he r e . The ques t i ons be i ng
addr essed a r e , (1) i f t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i s used , wha t i s ach i eved by i t ; and (2) does
t he co - pa r t i c i pan t organ i ze h i s / he r i n t e r ac t i ona l pr ac t i ces con t i ngen t on t he way
t he pa t i en t expr esses h i m / he r se l f?

I mmed i a t e l y pr eced i ng ep i sode 3 , t he r e was t a l k abou t a t op i c wh i ch pe t e r ed ou t
and was t hen f o l l owed by a r e l a t i ve l y l ong pause . I n t h i s pause , A r eaches f or he r
cup o f co f f ee , bu t i n t e r rup t s t h i s ac t i on and l aunches a t urn w i t h a deep i nbr ea t h and
an ' ach ' - t he conven t i ona l sound i n Ge rman f or i nd i ca t i ng t ha t some t h i ng
occur r ed t o t he speake r or t ha t s / he a l l o f a sudden r emembe r ed some t h i ng wor t h
t e l l i ng t o t he co - i n t e r ac t an t ( f or t he Eng l i sh equ i va l en t ' oh ' , see He r i t age 1984) .
F rom t h i s ' ach ' on , B s i t s s t ock s t i l l , sus t a i ned l y l ook i ng a t A , w i t hou t an eye b l i nk
t i l l he r own t urn i n l i ne 3 ( t ha t i s , no eye b l i nk f or mor e t han 10 seconds ) . Th i s
conveys t he i mpr ess i on t ha t B i s pa r t i cu l a r l y a t t en t i ve dur i ng A ' s t urn a t l i nes 1- 2 .
A f t e r t he ' ach ' , A t akes ano t he r deep i nbr ea t h - pro j ec t i ng a l ong i sh t urn . She t hen
i n t roduces a new r e f e r en t by us i ng h i s prope r name as a r ecogn i t i ona l pe r son -
r e f e r ence f orm ( see Sacks and Scheg l o f f 1979 , Scheg l o f f 1996c ) ; t h i s ' He r r Ah l e r t '
i s spoken w i t h r i s i ng i n t ona t i on and i s c l ea r l y ' t r y - ma r ked ' ( i b i d . ) t o check whe t he r
t he new r e f e r en t has been r ecogn i zed by t he co - pa r t i c i pan t . B con f i rms r ecogn i t i on
by ve r t i ca l head nods , wh i ch a r e pe r f ormed i n a somewha t s l ow and ' so l emn ' way .
Bu t t hese head nods a r e s l i gh t l y de l ayed i n t he i r dep l oymen t . When A f i nds B no t
ye t d i sp l ay i ng r ecogn i t i on as she i s f i n i sh i ng say i ng t he name , A dep l oys a po i n t i ng
ges t ur e , ana l ysab l e as an add i t i ona l means t o i den t i f y t he new r e f e r en t as ' ou t s i de ' .
( I n f ac t , He r r Ah i e r t i s t he owne r o f a k i osk i n t he i mmed i a t e v i c i n i t y o f B ' s house . )
Jus t a f t e r t he onse t o f t h i s ges t ur e wh i ch f o l l ows ' He r r Ah i e r t ' , B pe r f orms he r
head nods ; t he i r s l ow and somewha t ex t ended enac t men t may be measur ed t o
ex t end t o t he con f i rma t i on o f t he r ecogn i t i on o f t he po i n t i ng ges t ur e , t hus
convey i ng : ' yes I know who He r r Ah i e r t i s and t ha t he i s ' l oca t ed ' whe r e you j us t "
po i n t ed ' ( and , pe rhaps , t ha t no such po i n t i ng was needed t o r ecogn i ze who was
be i ng r e f e r r ed t o ) .

A f t e r hav i ng ob t a i ned t he con f i rma t i on t ha t ' He r r Ah i e r t ' i s r ecogn i zed by B , A
t r i es t o con t i nue , bu t encoun t e r s t roub l e . She produces an ' a : h ' , a f t e r wh i ch a
second chunk o f i n f orma t i on i s de l i ve r ed : ' s i eben t ausend Ma r k / 7000 ma r ks ' . Th i s
NP does no t have t e rm i na l i n t ona t i on and t he f o l l ow i ng pause and t he t roub l e -
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i nd i ca t i ng sounds d i sp l ay t ha t A i s no t qu i t e sa t i s f i ed w i t h he r produc t i ons .
Neve r t he l ess , she pr epa r es he r se l f by an i nbr ea t h t o de l i ve r a t h i rd chunk o f
i n f orma t i on ' dr e i / pe r so : 1 / / t hr ee / pe r so : l / ' . The pa r aphas i a appea r s t o be a b l end
o f ' Pe r sonen / pe r sons ' and ' P i s t o l e / gun / p i s t o l ' . ( ' Appea r s ' he r e r e f e r s t o i nves t i -

ga t or s w i t h t he bene f i t o f h i nds i gh t ; whe t he r i t appea r s so t o B who has no t ye t
hea rd wha t i s t o f o l l ow canno t de f i n i t e l y be de t e rm i ned ; bu t see be l ow f or a guess ) .
Th i s pa r aphas i a i s i mmed i a t e l y r e j ec t ed by A he r se l f and she i s abou t t o l aunch a
second t r y ; she t urns he r who l e body and gaze away f rom B ( as was pr ev i ous l y
obse r ved a f t e r t he f a l se s t a r t o f ' Ka r - ' i n l i ne 12 o f ep i sode 1) . Howeve r , t h i s t i me
B does no t wa i t f or A ' s se l f - cor r ec t i on , bu t br eaks i n . Wha t B i s do i ng i n he r t wo
nex t t urns ( l i ne 3 and 5) i s l i nked t o t he f i r s t t wo chunks o f i n f orma t i on ; t he ' dr e i
/ pe r so : 1 / ' i s se t as i de f or t he t i me be i ng , i t i s sequen t i a l l y de l e t ed (Scheg l o f f 1987 ,

p . 110 ; 1992b , pp . 209 - 210) .
The f i r s t t wo expr ess i ons - ' He r r Ah i e r t ' and ' s i eben t ausend Ma r k ' - ce r t a i n l y

cons t i t u t e wha t wou l d be ca l l ed ' t e l egr aph i c speech ' by any aphas i o l og i s t ,
i nc l ud i ng suppor t e r s o f adap t a t i on t heor y . Th i s i s i n t he f i r s t i ns t ance by v i r t ue o f
t he i r syn t ac t i ca l l y i ncomp l e t e s t a t us . Looked a t f rom t he pe r spec t i ve o f t he i r s t a t us
as TCUs , t h i s i s no t necessa r i l y dec i s i ve , as l ex i ca l and phr asa l cons t ruc t i ons can
cons t i t u t e comp l e t e t urns i n appropr i a t e sequen t i a l con t ex t s ( c f . t he ea r l i e r
d i scuss i on o f l i ne 15 o f ep i sode 1 and o f t he no t i ons ' e l l i ps i s ' and ' t e l egr am ' i n t he

i n t roduc t or y sec t i on ) . I n t h i s sequen t i a l con t ex t , howeve r , ' He r r Ah i e r t ' as we l l as
' s i eben t ausend Ma r k ' t urn ou t t o be no t on l y gr amma t i ca l l y i ncomp l e t e , bu t
de l i ve r ed w i t h non - f i na l i n t ona t i on as we l l : t hey a r e de l i ve r ed as u t t e r ance

f r agmen t s . Fur t he rmor e , i t i s no t c l ea r whe t he r t hey a r e f r agmen t s o f wha t i s be i ng
cons t ruc t ed t o be t he same TCU , or whe t he r t hey a r e f r agmen t s o f t wo d i f f e r en t
TCUs , each abandoned i n t urn . I n v i ew o f t he no t - ye t - poss i b l y - comp l e t e s t a t e o f
A ' s t urn , B cou l d w i t hho l d en t r y un t i l A br i ngs he r t urn t o c l osur e . I ns t ead , she
en t e r s a t t he po i n t o f a l oca l t roub l e ( t he b l end ' / pe r so : 1 / ' ) and unde r t akes t o he l p
cons t ruc t - or cons t rue - t he prob l ema t i c t a l k wh i ch pr eceded t he b l end .

Be f or e d i scuss i ng wha t B i s do i ng , a br i e f r ema r k on t he gr amma t i ca l prope r t i es
o f t he Ge rman ve rb ' k l auen ' - co l l oqu i a l f or ' s t eh i en / t o s t ea l ' i s i n orde r .
' K l auen ' i n an ac t i ve sen t ence t akes t he ob j ec t s t ha t a r e s t o l en as t he d i r ec t ob j ec t
i n t he accusa t i ve , wh i l e t he pe r son who i s v i c t i m o f t he t he f t has t o appea r as
i nd i r ec t ob j ec t i n t he da t i ve . Thus , i n a pass i ve cons t ruc t i on , on l y t he s t o l en ob j ec t s
can be t he gr amma t i ca l sub j ec t wh i l e t he v i c t i m has t o r ema i n i n t he da t i ve . I n
Ge rman , on l y d i r ec t accusa t i ve ob j ec t s can become sub j ec t s o f pass i ve cons t ruc -
t i ons . Thus , t he Eng l i sh ' I am he l ped ' has no d i r ec t pa r a l l e l i n Ge rman as t he
pe r son who i s he l ped i s ma r ked f or da t i ve i n an ac t i ve cons t ruc t i on ( ' X h i l f t m i r /
he l ps t o - me - DA T ' ; hence , t he pass i v i zed equ i va l en t : ' M i r - DAT wurde geho l -
f en / t o - me - DA T was he l ped ' ) . As a consequence , i f one we r e t o r eorgan i ze A ' s t wo
f i r s t chunks as one TCU , t he r esu l t wou l d be ' (Dem) He r rn Ah i e r t [or any
anaphor i c expr ess i on i n t he da t i ve ] wurden s i eben t ausend Ma r k gek l au t ' ( rough l y ,
' To / f rom Mr Ah l e r t we r e 7000 ma r ks s t o l en ' ) . He r e t he or i g i na l expr ess i on by A ,
' He r r Ah i e r t ' , wh i ch i s i n t he nom i na t i ve , mus t be changed by ma r k i ng i t f or t he
da t i ve . For B t o do t h i s wou l d ove r t l y unde r scor e t he de f i c i enc i es o f A ' s t a l k , wh i ch
i s some t h i ng B o f t en unde r t akes t o avo i d ( see t he ana l ys i s o f ep i sode 1) .

Wha t B does he r e i s d i f f e r en t . She t akes t he t wo chunks o f i n f orma t i on as

be l ong i ng t o t wo abandoned TCUs . I n l i ne 3 , she comp l e t es t he ' s i eben t ausend
Ma r k / 7000 ma r ks ' by l i nk i ng i t t o t he pass i ve pa r t i c i p l e ' gek l au t / s t o l en ' . Th i s
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comp l e t i on i s de l i ve r ed w i t h a f a l l i ng i n t ona t i on . As t h i s i s a so - ca l l ed ' B- even t
s t a t emen t ' (Labov and Fanshe l 1977 , p. 100) , i t i s r ece i ved by A as a r eques t f or
con f i rma t i on , and she i ndeed con f i rms i t by he r ' Ja .

' i n l i ne 4. I n orde r t o comp l e t e
' He r r Ah i e r t ' w i t hou t chang i ng i t w i t h r espec t t o case ma r k i ng , a ve rb has t o be
f ound wh i ch- i n t he pass i ve can have t he v i c t i m o f t he t he f t as gr amma t i ca l
sub j ec t . I n l i ne 5 , B does i ndeed f i nd such a ve rb : she pr e f i xes ' k l auen / s t ea l ' w i t h
a ' be- ' and t h i s pr e f i xed ve rb ' bek l auen ' does t ake t he v i c t i m as t he d i r ec t ob j ec t
i n t he accusa t i ve i n an ac t i ve cons t ruc t i on , and t hus as t he gr amma t i ca l sub j ec t i n
a pass i ve cons t ruc t i on . By us i ng t h i s pr e f i xed ve rb i n t he pass i ve , B does no t have
t o i mp l i c i t l y or exp l i c i t l y change t he nom i na t i ve expr ess i on ' He r r Ah i e r t ' as used
by A. I f A ' s or i g i na l expr ess i ons a r e comb i ned w i t h t he cons t ruc t i ons by B i n l i nes
3 and 5 , a l i ngu i s t i ca l l y pe r f ec t beg i nn i ng o f a robbe r y s t or y wou l d be t he r esu l t :
' He r r Ah i e r t , de r wurde bek l au t . S i eben t ausend Ma r k gek l au t / Mr Ah i e r t , he was
robbed , robbed o f 7000 ma r ks ' . To ex t r apose t he sub j ec t and t hen t o r esume i t by an
anaphor i c expr ess i on ( ' e r / he ' or ' de r / he- DEM ' ) i s qu i t e common i n co l l oqu i a l
Ge rman . Fur t he rmor e , t he f o l l ow i ng ' e l l i p t i c ' expr ess i on ' s i eben t ausend Ma r k
gek l au t ' wou l d a l so cons t i t u t e a pe r f ec t l y norma l and comp l e t e TCU i n t h i s
pos i t i on . One can ha rd l y conce i ve o f a mor e pa r s i mon i ous way o f do i ng some t h i ng
w i t h A ' s or i g i na l expr ess i ons : ne i t he r expr ess i on has t o be gr amma t i ca l l y ma r ked
i n a d i f f e r en t way and t he added l ex i ca l ma t e r i a l i s m i n i m i zed as we l l , by t he
i ngen i ous t r i ck o f pr e f i x i ng t he ve rb ' k l auen ' .

A l as t r ema r k on t h i s sub- ep i sode conce rns t he sequen t i a l organ i za t i on o f B ' s
suppor t : she f i r s t addr esses t he ' s i eben t ausend Ma r k ' and on l y t hen ' He r r Ah l e r t ' .
Th i s i s i n keep i ng w i t h a common pr ac t i ce i n addr ess i ng mu l t i p l e pa r t s o f a
pr eced i ng t urn ; one does so i n t he r eve r se orde r o f t he i r occur r ence ( c f . e . g . Sacks
1987 [1973] ) .

Once aga i n , as i n ep i sode 1 , B suppor t s A ' s t e l l i ng by f ormu l a t i ng cand i da t e
unde r s t and i ngs o f wha t A may be convey i ng whe r e she has d i sp l ayed t roub l e i n
a r t i cu l a t i ng i t . By adap t i ng t hese f ormu l a t i ons t o t he gr amma t i ca l f orms A has
ac t ua l l y used , B emp l oys one pr ac t i ce f or m i n i m i z i ng t he unde r scor i ng o f de f i c i t s
i n A ' s speech . Howeve r , t he comb i n i ng o f A ' s f r agmen t s a t l i ne I and B ' s t urns a t
l i nes 3 and 5 so t ha t t hey r esu l t ed i n t wo pe r f ec t TCUs shou l d no t be t aken t o
sugges t t ha t B f o l l ows he r e t he pr ac t i ce o f co l l abor a t i ve sen t ence cons t ruc t i on as
desc r i bed by Le rne r (1991 , 1996) . I n A ' s f i r s t t urn , t he r e a r e no ' sen t ences i n
progr ess ' (Le rne r 1991) , and B ' s t urns a t l i nes 3 and 5 a r e no t comp l e t i ons , bu t
r a t he r cand i da t e unde r s t and i ngs . The comb i n i ng o f t he p i eces o f t he puz z l e shou l d
se r ve on l y t o sugges t t he sk i l f u l ness and pa r s i mon i ousness o f B ' s r esponse .

The r e i s one ques t i on connec t ed w i t h B ' s do i ngs wh i ch has t o r ema i n
unanswe r ed . As men t i oned above , t he obse r ve r has t he bene f i t o f h i nds i gh t and i s
t hus ab l e t o i den t i f y t he pa r aphas i a ' / pe r so : 1 / ' i n l i ne 2 as a b l end o f ' Pe r sonen '
and ' P i s t o l e ' . I t i s no t i mp l aus i b l e t ha t t he b l end i s i mmed i a t e l y unde r s t ood i n t h i s
way by B as we l l . I f so , t hen t he b l end wou l d be r ema r kab l y i n f orma t i ve and an
i n t e r ac t i ona l r esour ce ( c f . Je f f e r son 1974) . I t wou l d exp l a i n t he speed and ease w i t h

wh i ch B d i sp l ays he r up t ake o f t he s t or y as a robbe r y s t or y i n l i nes 3 and 5. Bu t we
canno t coun t on t h i s b l end as hav i ng been r ecogn i zab l e t o B w i t hou t access t o l a t e r

��

' A ' B- even t ' i s ' known t o B , bu t no t t o A ' , whe r e A i s t he speake r and B t he r ec i p i en t ; t he ' ru l e
o f con f i rma t i on ' i s f ormu l a t ed as , ' I f A makes a s t a t emen t abou t B- even t s , t hen i t i s hea rd as a r eques t
f or con f i rma t i on ' .
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t a l k . Thus , t he r e r ema i ns t he ques t i on o f how B was ab l e i mmed i a t e l y t o
unde r s t and t ha t t he s t or y i s abou t a robbe r y and t ha t 7000 ma r ks we r e s t o l en f rom
He r r Ah l e r t . The au t hor s cou l d no t f i nd any s i gn i n t he ep i sode wh i ch wou l d
demons t r a t e any pr e - know l edge abou t t he robbe r y by B .

A f t e r t he con f i rma t i on ' Ja . ' i n l i ne 6 , A ' s i nbr ea t h d i sp l ays a comm i t men t t o
t a l k i ng f ur t he r , ve r y probab l y t o con t i nue t he s t or y . Reca l l t ha t , i n i n t e r ven i ng t o
dea l w i t h ' He r r Ah l e r t ' and ' s i eben t ausend Ma r k ' , B had sequen t i a l l y de l e t ed
ano t he r f r agmen t , ' dr e i / pe r so : 1 / ' , and i t s s i m i l a r i t y t o ' P i s t o l e - p i s t o l / gun ' has
a l r eady been r ema r ked on . So i n ' con t i nu i ng ' t he s t or y , A i s i n e f f ec t r e t r i ev i ng
wha t she had a l r eady ( a l mos t ) men t i oned - t he p i s t o l . S t i l l , A qu i ck l y encoun t e r s
t roub l e i n a r t i cu l a t i ng t he con t i nua t i on , a l t hough she d i sp l ays wha t she means t o
expr ess , i n l a rge measur e by he r v i v i d ges t ur i ng . Fo l l ow i ng t he ' Ja . ' , she f orms a
sor t o f gun w i t h he r hand , mob i l i z i ng t he ges t ur e dur i ng t he i nbr ea t h , and
d i r ec t i ng he r po i n t i ng f or e f i nge r , wh i ch can be t aken t o r epr esen t t he ba r r e l o f t he
gun , t o he r br eas t as she t r i es t o beg i n he r u t t e r ance . Tha t she wan t s t o s t a r t t he
u t t e r ance w i t h a r e f e r ence t o t he br eas t i s ev i denced by he r pa r aphas i as ' / mes t / '
and ' (Bru - ) ' - each o f wh i ch con t a i ns a componen t o f t he t a rge t ' Brus t / br eas t ' .
Howeve r , t h i s i s no t a ve r y f e l i c i t ous cho i ce . Desp i t e t he r e l a t i ve l y f r ee word orde r
o f Ge rman gr amma r , t he expr ess i on ' P i s t o l e au f d i e Brus t / un on - t o t he br eas t ' i s

f a i r l y f i xed i n t h i s orde r . I n pr i nc i p l e , i t i s a l so poss i b l e t o say ' au f d i e Brus t d i e
P i s t o l e ' , bu t t h i s wou l d be a ve r y ma r ked non - canon i ca l word orde r . Fur t he rmor e ,
one canno t beg i n w i t h t he noun ' Brus t ' i t se l f ; t he pr epos i t i on and t he a r t i c l e ' au f
d i e ' canno t be om i t t ed . Th i s i s no t ' pr esc r i p t i ve ' , bu t s i mp l y r eg i s t e r s r ecogn i zab l y
cor r ec t ord i na r y usage o f Ge rman gr amma r . No t even i n t e l egr aph i c - e l l i p t i c
u t t e r ances can t he pr epos i t i on and t he a r t i c l e be om i t t ed . Thus , A ' s pa r aphas i as
' / mes t / ' and ' (Bru - ) ' a r e no t on l y phonema t i c pa r aphas i as , bu t a l so cons t i t u t e

qu i t e s t r a i gh t f orwa rd l y a cons t ruc t i ona l l y f a l se s t a r t . '
I t was no t ed ea r l i e r t ha t A shows an or i en t a t i on t o t he norma l pr e f e r ence f or se l f -

i n i t i a t ed se l f - r epa i r i n t he d i scuss i on o f l i ne 12 o f ep i sode 1 . The r e t h i s pr e f e r ence
was dr as t i ca l l y d i sp l ayed by A ' s t urn i ng away he r who l e body and gaze i n t he
a f t e rma t h o f t roub l e i n he r t a l k , as an embod i men t o f a comm i t men t t o r epa i r t he
t roub l e he r se l f . Howeve r , i n l i ne 6 o f ep i sode 3 , A behaves i n a somewha t d i f f e r en t
manne r . A f t e r t he i n i t i a l ' m i s - speak i ng ' , t ha t i s , a f t e r t he pa r aphas i a ' / mes t / ' , she
br i e f l y l ooks down a t he r own br eas t , bu t o t he rw i se r ema i ns or i en t ed t owa rds B .
A f t e r t he second m i s - speak i ng , t he cu t - o f f ' (Bru - ) ' , she ave r t s he r head and gaze ,
t hough no t he r who l e body . And a t t he second ' ed i t i ng t e rm ' a f t e r ' (Bru - ) ' , t ha t

i s , a t ' hmna ' , and be f or e a nex t t r y a t se l f - r epa i r , she r ed i r ec t s he r head and gaze
t owa rds B , r ecogn i zab l y r e - es t ab l i sh i ng he r se l f as an a l i gned r ec i p i en t v i s - à - v i s B .
She t he r eby g i ves t he i mpr ess i on o f we l com i ng he l p f rom B , a t l eas t a f t e r t he
' / mes t / ' , and maybe even a f t e r t he ' (Bru - ) ' .

And he l p i s wha t she ob t a i ns . I n l i ne 8 , t he r e i s a se l f - i n i t i a t ed o t he r - r epa i r . B

he l ps A i n t o t he cons t ruc t i on by g i v i ng he r t he word ' P i s t o l e ' . As ev i denced by t he
ove r l ap a t l i nes 8 and 9 , t he f i r s t sy l l ab l e i s enough t o enab l e A t o con t i nue and t o
f i n i sh t he expr ess i on w i t hou t f ur t he r prob l ems , excep t a ce r t a i n unsk i l f u l ness i n

6 The ges t ur e A has composed can be seen t o ' r epr esen t ' bo t h componen t s : t he hand embod i es
( l i t e r a l l y ) t he gun , t he ges t ur e r epr escn t s i t s po i n t i ng t o t he br eas t . I t appea r s t ha t t he ac t o f ges t ur i ng
t akes pr i macy he r e , and promo t es t he sav i ng o f t he t a rge t o f t he po i n t i ng ges t ur e ove r t he

i ns t rumen t / agen t o f t he ges t ur i ng i n t he speech - produc t i on process . As we l l , some r epr esen t a t i on o f
' P i s t o l e ' has a l r eady been produced i n t he b l end .
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pronunc i a t i on . ' P i s t o l e : ' i s pronounced i n a sy l l ab i f y i ng way and w i t h ove r -
cor r ec t ness o f t he l as t vowe l ( i t i s an unr educed l eng t hened [ e : ] , whe r eas i t shou l d
be a schwa i n norma l spoken Ge rman ) . F rom a ' t r ad i t i ona l ' aphas i o l og i ca l
pe r spec t i ve , t h i s cou l d eas i l y be exp l a i ned as pa r t o f A ' s i mpa i rmen t : Broca ' s
aphas i cs a r e common l y sa i d t o have a t endency t owa rds a sy l l ab i f y i ng pro -
nunc i a t i on , w i t h schwas be i ng t r ans f ormed i n t o f u l l vowe l s ( a l so ca l l ed ' scann i ng
[Ge rman : sk . and i e r end j speech ' ; Poeck 1986 , p . 114) . A l t e rna t i ve l y , a r ecur r ence o f
a pr ac t i ce no t ed be f or e m i gh t be r ecogn i zed he r e ; when A succeeds a t produc i ng
an i t em t ha t had pr ev i ous l y been prob l ema t i c , and does so a f t e r promp t i ng or
mode l l i ng by B , he r produc t i on o f t he i t em i s ' ove r - ca r e f u l ' , as i t i s he r e . Howeve r ,
i n t h i s case , t he r e i s ye t ano t he r a l t e rna t i ve accoun t o f t he spec i a l pronunc i a t i on o f
' P i s t o l e : ' - r e l a t ed t o a d i s t i nc t f ea t ur e o f t he j us t - pr i or i n t e r ac t i on , an accoun t

wor t h t ak i ng no t e o f . The ' sy l l ab i f i ca t i on ' can be cons i de r ed as a norma l ' pos t -
r eso l u t i on h i t ch ' (Scheg l o f f 1997c ) , t ha t i s , a common l y obse r vab l e f orm o f

pe r t urba t i on i n t he ' sur v i v i ng ' t urn i mmed i a t e l y f o l l ow i ng r eso l u t i on o f ove r -
l app i ng t a l k . I n t h i s case , A ' s ove r cor r ec t f i na l vowe l d i r ec t l y f o l l ows eme rgence o f
he r t a l k a t l i ne 9 f rom ove r l ap w i t h B ' s t a l k a t l i ne 8 . Th i s ana l y t i c t ack aga i n poses
t he i ssue o f choos i ng be t ween , on t he one hand , an accoun t f r amed by common
pr ac t i ces o f t a l k - i n- i n t e r ac t i on made r e l evan t by t he i mmed i a t e l y pr eced i ng even t s
i n t he conve r sa t i on w i t hou t r espec t t o pa r t i cu l a r a t t r i bu t es o f t he i n t e r ac t an t s , and ,
on t he o t he r hand , an accoun t wh i ch i nvokes spec i a l a t t r i bu t es o f t he pa r t i c i pan t s ,
he r e aphas i o l og i ca l c l a i ms abou t t he speech o f agr amma t i cs . I n o t he r words , a r e we
l ook i ng a t an i mpa i rmen t cha r ac t e r i s t i c o f aphas i cs or a qu i t e common phenomenon
i n t a l k - i n- i n t e r ac t i on? (Scheg l o f f 1991 , pp . 66 - 67) .

The expr ess i on ' P i s t o l e au f d i e Brus t ' wou l d c l ea r l y be seen as a t e l egr am (or
con t ex t ua l e l l i ps i s ) - t r ad i t i ona l l y as we l l as i n adap t a t i on t heor y . Howeve r , un l i ke
t he ea r l i e r f r agmen t a r y u t t e r ance pa r t s i n l i nes I and 2 , t h i s expr ess i on has a c l ea r
comp l e t i on po i n t ; t he expr ess i on i s des i gned t o compose a poss i b l e subsen t en t i a l
( i n t h i s case , t wo- phr asa l ) TCU. I t f o l l ows a s t ruc t ur a l pa t t e rn wh i ch i s common l y
f ound i n casua l speech o f neuro l og i ca l l y un i mpa i r ed Ge rman speake r s . I t i s no t , i n
t ha t sense , anoma l ous . Whe t he r such a TCU i s obse r vab l y dep l oyed i n such a
sequen t i a l pos i t i on i s ano t he r ma t t e r , wh i ch canno t be r eso l ved a t pr esen t . Th i s
' t e l egr am ' i s , i n any case , qu i t e a d i f f e r en t ob j ec t f rom t he ones a t l i nes I and 2 , and

poses qu i t e d i f f e r en t ques t i ons , f or t h i s i s an ob j ec t w i t h i t s own s t ruc t ur a l
i n t egr i t y , wh i ch t he o t he r s a r e no t .

Hav i ng r eg i s t e r ed t h i s d i f f e r ence , and t he i n t egr i t y o f ' P i s t o l e au f d i e Brus t ' as
a t urn componen t , no t e t ha t B promp t s A i n t o such a ' t e l egr amma t i c cons t ruc t i on ' ,
and no t i n t o a mor e e l abor a t ed u t t e r ance f orma t . She prov i des A w i t h t he noun
' P i s t o l e ' w i t hou t t he pr eced i ng a r t i c l e wh i ch wou l d be abso l u t e l y ob l i ga t or y i n a

gr amma t i ca l l y e l abor a t ed u t t e r ance : ' P i s t o l e au f d i e Brus t ha t man i hm gese t z t / gun
on - t o t he br eas t has one h i m- DA Tpu t ' i s gr amma t i ca l l y unaccep t ab l e . The ' P i s t o l e '
mus t be pr eceded by e i t he r t he a r t i c l e ' d i e ' (de f i n i t e ) or ' e i ne ' ( i nde f i n i t e ) . One
poss i b i l i t y i s t ha t prov i d i ng suppor t t o t he pa t i en t i n t h i s f orm d i sp l ays B ' s
sens i t i v i t y t o t he f ac t t ha t A i s now i n ano t he r ' r eg i s t e r ' (Ho f s t ede 1992) : no l onge r
comp l e t e sen t ences , bu t t e l egr ams (or f r agmen t s ) . Th i s way o f prov i d i ng suppor t
t hen wou l d be a sor t o f accommoda t i on i n t he sense i n t roduced by G i l es e t a l .
(1991) . A l t e rna t i ve l y , i t may be no t ed t ha t B , hav i ng r e t r i eved t he t wo ea r l i e r
f r agmen t s i n A ' s t urn (by he r t urns a t l i nes 3 and 5) a t t he cos t o f sequen t i a l l y

de l e t i ng t he t h i rd , she now r e t r i eves t he t h i rd by promp t i ng A t o r e t urn t o i t w i t h
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a ' r epe t i t i on ' - t ha t i s , t he produc t i on o f he r ve r s i on o f wha t A ' mean t t o produce '
a t l i ne 2 , cor r ec t ed w i t h r espec t t o a r t i cu l a t i on bu t o t he rw i se used as a promp t i n
t he f orm i n wh i ch i t was or i g i na l l y sa i d . Bo t h a l t e rna t i ves have one po i n t i n
common : B i s sens i t i ve t o t he way i n wh i ch A expr essed he r se l f .

The f o l l ow i ng expr ess i on by A i n l i ne 9 ' und Hände / nachun t en / / and hands
/ down / ' con t a i ns t roub l e . ' Nach un t en ' i s con t r ac t ed t o one phono l og i ca l word
w i t h r esy l l ab i f i ca t i on : t he [ ch ] i s made t he onse t o f [un - ] a l t hough i t shou l d
r ecogn i zab l y be t he l as t consonan t o f ' nach ' . Bu t t he r e i s an add i t i ona l prob l em :
t he accompany i ng ges t ur e by A sugges t s t ha t t he t a rge t he r e i s ' Hände nach
h i n t en / hands i n back ' . Unde r s t and i ng ' / nachun t en / ' as pa r aphas i c f or ' nach
h i n t en ' makes t he who l e expr ess i on appea r t o be a d i r ec t quo t a t i on o f wha t t he
robbe r s ( a l l eged l y ) sa i d t o Mr Ah i e r t . The f orm o f t h i s ha r sh command i s i n a l l
l i ke l i hood canon i ca l - g i ven our adm i t t ed l y l i m i t ed know l edge o f t he ve rba l hab i t s
o f Ge rman robbe r s . ( I mag i ne i f t he robbe r s had used a f u l l y e l abor a t ed sen t ence
such as ' Würden S i e b i t t e so f r eund i l i ch se i n und I hr e Hände au f den Rücken
l egen ' - rough l y : ' may we k i nd l y r eques t you t o pu t your hands i n back ' - t ha t
wou l d ce r t a i n l y be a ve r y spec i a l use w i t h a qu i t e d i f f e r en t i n t e r ac t i ona l i mpac t f rom
t he subsen t en t i a l command ' Hände nach h i n t en ' . ) I f t h i s i s so , t he ' Hände nach
h i n t en ' wou l d no t on l y be a s t ruc t ur a l l y bu t a l so a pos i t i ona l l y norma l and
mo t i va t ed expr ess i on .

A f t e r ' Hände / nachun t en / ' ( a t l i ne 10) A t akes an i nbr ea t h and dep l oys a
con j unc t i on ' und ' , pro j ec t i ng t ha t she i s go i ng t o produce a subs t an t i a l add i t i on t o
t he t urn ; bu t t h i s i s f o l l owed f i r s t by a momen t a r y ' sea r ch ' , and t hen by a men t i on
o f t he t i me o f day a t wh i ch t he robbe r y occur r ed - ' und , äh , urn dr e i / and , äh , a t
t hr ee { o ' c l ock } ' - produced as an i nc r emen t t o t he pr eced i ng t a l k and i n a way wh i ch
i nd i ca t es t ha t i t i s no t t he con t i nua t i on wh i ch t he i nbr ea t h and con j unc t i on had
pro j ec t ed . Neve r t he l ess , i n a sense , she i s go i ng on : i n t he pause wh i ch f o l l ows ( a t
l i ne 11) she ca r r i es ou t a l a rge ( t hough no t ' g i gan t i ca l l y en l a rged ' , McNe i l l 1992 ,
p . 336) po i n t i ng ges t ur e t o t he ou t s i de ( t he same as i n l i ne 1) , sugges t i ng t ha t she
i s now go i ng t o say some t h i ng abou t t he l oca t i on o f t he robbe r y or i t s pro t agon i s t s .
Howeve r , be f or e she can addr ess t he l oca t i on i ssue , B i n t e r venes w i t h a ques t i on
check i ng he r unde r s t and i ng o f t he j us t - a r t i cu l a t ed t i me r e f e r ence - ' Nachm i t -
t ags ? / { i n t he ) a f t e rnoon? ' ( l i ne 13) . A con f i rms B ' s suppos i t i on t ha t i t was ' p . m . ' by
he r ' Ja . ' i n l i ne 14 , and - a f t e r a gap o f s i l ence ( l i ne 15) - she r econ f i rms t ha t i t was
a t t hr ee o ' c l ock ( l i ne 16) . The r e i s an echo he r e o f A ' s appa r en t r emons t r a t i on w i t h
B abou t need i ng t o con f i rm he r hea r i ng and unde r s t and i ng o f ' Br aunschwe i g ' i n
ep i sode 1 . I t be i ng p l a i n enough t ha t t he excur s i on was t o such a p l ace , and t ha t a
robbe r y w i t h p i s t o l s po i n t ed t o t he br eas t o f a k i osk owne r wou l d no t occur a t 3
o ' c l ock i n t he morn i ng ( k i osks a r e c l osed ove rn i gh t i n Ge rmany ) , t he r e i s a no t e o f
i mpa t i ence i n t he a f t e rma t h o f each con f i rma t i on o f t he unde r s t and i ng checks .
Though B may be t r y i ng t o be i no f f ens i ve i n t hese unde r s t and i ng checks , t he r e i s
some ev i dence t ha t A r eg i s t e r s t hem as gr a t u i t ous . (B , on t he o t he r hand , may have
been r eg i s t e r i ng w i t h shock t he br azenness o f robbe r s ca r r y i ng t hrough such an
ac t i on i n a pub l i c p l ace i n t he m i dd l e o f t he a f t e rnoon . )

B appea r s no t t o need any f ur t he r t i me spec i f i ca t i on ; a f t e r t he pr epos i t i on ' urn '
wh i ch pro j ec t s t he comp l e t i on po i n t o f a t i me - i nd i ca t i ng expr ess i on , B addr esses
t he l oca t i on i ssue , t ha t i s t o say , she r esponds t o A ' s po i n t i ng ges t ur e dur i ng t he
s i l ence a t l i ne 11 . Tha t B ' s u t t e r ance ' i n dem Laden da / i n t he shop ove r - t he r e ' i s , i n
f ac t , r espons i ve t o A ' s ges t ur e i s suppor t ed by t he f ac t t ha t B- s i mu l t aneous w i t h
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he r u t t e r ance beg i nn i ng - ca r r i es ou t a po i n t i ng ges t ur e w i t h he r ch i n - i n exac t l y
t he same d i r ec t i on as A d i d be f or e w i t h he r hand and f i nge r . No t e t ha t some t h i ng
ve r y s t r i k i ng has happened he r e : i n l i nes 11 and 12 , A had l aunched a cour se o f
ac t i on (d i sp l ayed i n he r ges t ur e ) addr ess i ng t he l oca t i on i ssue , bu t had no chance
t o ca r r y i t t hrough because B i n t e r vened w i t h an unde r s t and i ng check o f t he t i me
o f t he i nc i den t ( l i ne 13) . Howeve r , A ' s po i n t i ng ges t ur e was no t i n va i n . A f t e r
con f i rma t i on o f t he t i me r e f e r ence , i t i s B who r esumes t he l oca t i on i ssue i n speech .
B hav i ng b l ocked t he progr ess o f A ' s t e l l i ng by he r i n t e r ven t i on , i t i s she who
promp t s t he r esump t i on o f t ha t w i t h wh i ch she had i n t e r f e r ed ( as was proposed
abou t ' P i s t o l e ' ea r l i e r ) . He r e , i t may be no t ed , B ' s conduc t i s no t necessa r i l y t ha t
o f a ' norma l ' t owa rd an ' i mpa i r ed ' speake r , bu t t ha t o f an i n t e r rup t e r t owa rd t he
' v i c t i m ' o f t he i n t e r rup t i on . I n so f a r as ' norma l s ' may f i nd t hemse l ves mor e o f t en
i n t e r rup t i ng ' i mpa i r ed ' speake r s , t hey may engage i n t h i s pr ac t i ce f r equen t l y as
we l l , bu t i t i s wor t h d i f f e r en t i a t i ng wha t t hey do as suppor t - f or - t he - i mpa i r ed f rom
wha t t hey do as r epa i r i ng - i n t e r rup t e r s . And he r e B appea r s t o be ac t i ng a t l eas t as
much i n t he l a t t e r capac i t y as i n t he f orme r .

B ' s guess w i t h r espec t t o t he l oca t i on i s con f i rmed by A i n l i ne 18 . The ea r l y s t a r t
o f he r con f i rma t i on , ove r l app i ng t he f i na l ' da ' o f B ' s pr eced i ng t urn w i t h he r ' Ja . '
i s no t on l y enab l ed by t he s t rong pro j ec t i on o f t he ' da ' by ' i n dem Laden ' , i n
pa r t i cu l a r g i ven B ' s po i n t i ng ges t ur e w i t h he r ch i n , bu t a l so by t he f ac t t ha t i t i s A ' s
pro j ec t ed bu t unr ea l i zed u t t e r ance wh i ch B i s a r t i cu l a t i ng . A f t e r a pause ( l i ne 19) ,
B produces an eva l ua t i ve ' Ach : ! ' d i sp l ay i ng he r unde r s t and i ng o f t he s t or y ' s
t heme and he r a l i gnmen t w i t h i t ( r eca l l t ha t t he r ecoun t i ng o f t h i s even t was begun
by A a t l i ne 1 w i t h ' Ach ' ) . Th i s , by t he way , i s a l so d i sp l ayed by some l a t e r a l head
shakes , produced by B a t va r i ous po i n t s i n t he pr eced i ng t a l k ( c f . t he ' oh wow '
head shakes desc r i bed by Goodw i n 1980 ; c f . a l so Scheg l o f f 1987 , pp . 105 - 106) . I n
l i ne 22 , B r e t urns t o t he t i me i ssue . I n Ge rman , t he ' wann ' i s amb i guous : i t can be
a ques t i on f or t he t i me o f t he day , bu t a l so f or t he day . Howeve r , i n t h i s
pos i t i on - a f t e r mu l t i p l e c l a r i f i ca t i on o f t he t i me o f day i n l i nes 10 - 16- i t
cons t i t u t es f a i r l y unamb i guous l y a ques t i on f or t he day (or da t e ) . I ndeed , A
answe r s B ' s ques t i on i n t h i s sense : i n l i ne 23 she i n f orms B t ha t t he robbe r y
happened ' F r e i t ag , abe r vor ach Tagen / F r i dqy , bu t be f or e e i gh t days [ ' vor ach t
Tagen ' i s i d i oma t i c f or ' one week ago ' ] ' . Th i s f i r s t pa r t o f t he s t or y ends w i t h a
second round o f eva l ua t i on by B i n l i ne 25 : ' (Es w i rd ) i mme r sch l i mme r ' - l i t e r a l l y
t r ans l a t ed ' i t becomes a l ways wor se ' ; mor e i d i oma t i ca l l y t r ans l a t ed as ' t h i ngs ge t
wor se and wor se ' . The s t or y - t e l l i ng con t i nues , t ak i ng up i n pa r t i cu l a r t he a l l us i on
t o ' t hr ee pe r sons ' i n t he b l end ' dr e i / pe r so : 1 / ' a t l i ne 2 , bu t we l eave o f f our
accoun t a t t he ep i sod i c bounda r y ma r ked by B ' s eva l ua t i on a t l i ne 25 .

��

Summa r y o f some kg obse r va t i ons i n p i sode 3

I t was no t ed f i r s t t ha t A expr esses he r se l f he r e i n a qu i t e d i f f e r en t way f rom t ha t i n
t he mor e cha r ac t e r i s t i c mode o f ep i sode 1 . I n ep i sode 1 , A f orma t s he r t urns as
sen t ences , and br i ngs he r sen t ences home - w i t h or w i t hou t e r ror s , i n a mor e or
l ess sk i l f u l and i d i oma t i c way . I n ep i sode 3 , howeve r , a l l o f he r speech cons i s t s o f
subsen t en t i a l expr ess i ons . She speaks i n wha t i s t r ad i t i ona l l y ca l l ed ' t e l egr aph i c
s t y l e ' ( a t e rm wh i ch i s a l so used by Ko l k and Heeschen and co l l abor a t or s i n t he i r
adap t a t i on t heor y ) . I n t he i n t roduc t i on , t he no t i ons ' t e l egr am ' or ' e l l i ps i s ' we r e
de f i ned on t he one hand as any subsen t en t i a l expr ess i ons wh i ch do no t exp l o i t



�

The ro l e o f ' t e l egr aph i c so l e ' i n t a l k - i n - i n t e r ac t i on

�

399

pr eced i ng ve rba l ma t e r i a l , or , on t he o t he r , as expr ess i ons l ack i ng a f i n i t e ve rb .
Howeve r , i n exp l i ca t i ng ep i sode 3 , seve r a l i ns t ances we r e encoun t e r ed sugges t i ng
a r econs i de r a t i on o f t h i s broad ca t egor y , one wh i ch t akes i n t o accoun t t he t urn -
des i gn pr ac t i ces o f t he speake r and t he sequen t i a l and i n t e r ac t i ona l r e l evanc i es
wh i ch t hese engende r .

A t t he ve r y l eas t , one has t o d i s t i ngu i sh be t ween subsen t en t i a l expr ess i ons wh i ch
do no t even cons t i t u t e a TCU and a r e no t de l i ve r ed as such ( e . g . t he NPs o f A i n
l i ne 1 o f ep i sode 3) and expr ess i ons t ha t can compose a f u l l TCU ( e . g . ' P i s t o l e au f
d i e Brus t ' , l i ne 9 o f ep i sode 3) . I n bo t h cases , t he t e rms ' t e l egr am ' or ' e l l i ps i s ' a r e
m i s l ead i ng , bu t on d i f f e r i ng grounds . I n t he f i r s t case , i t wou l d be mor e appropr i a t e
t o speak j us t o f f r agmen t s , t he r eby i nd i ca t i ng t ha t t hey a r e pa r t o f an abandoned
TCU ; f or t he pa r t i es t hemse l ves , t he r e f or e , t hey a r e m i ss i ng some t h i ng . I n t he
second case , t he t r ad i t i ona l t e rms sugges t t ha t t he r e i s some t h i ng m i ss i ng , bu t t h i s
i s grounded i n l i ngu i s t i c t heor i es d i r ec t ed t o f orma l compe t ency i n abs t r ac t
gr amma r , no t i n t he produc t i on o f con t r i bu t i ons t o t a l k - i n- i n t e r ac t i on , and t he
or i en t a t i ons o f t hose engaged i n t ha t ac t i v i t y . F rom t he pe r spec t i ve o f CA , TCUs
can t ake f orms o t he r t han t he comp l e t e sen t ences o f f orma l syn t ax , and i n some
sequen t i a l pos i t i ons , a subsen t en t i a l expr ess i on compos i ng a TCU m i gh t even be
canon i ca l ; t ha t i s t o say , a mor e e l abor a t ed expr ess i on wou l d cons t i t u t e a spec i a l
use dese r v i ng ana l ys i s (Scheg l o f f 1996a ) . Thus , t he appos i t i on ' abe r unwahr -
sche i n l i ch gro l 3 ' i n l i ne 15 o f ep i sode 1 i s a l mos t ce r t a i n l y canon i ca l , as i s t he
appa r en t d i r ec t quo t a t i on o f wha t t he robbe r s sa i d t o Mr Ah i e r t i n l i ne 9 o f ep i sode
3. G i ven t he f ac t t ha t we s t i l l do no t have ' pos i t i ona l l y sens i t i ve ' gr amma r s , t he r e
i s no sys t ema t i c bas i s f or es t ab l i sh i ng f or c l asses o f TCU and c l asses o f sequen t i a l
pos i t i ons a canon i ca l s t a t us or r e l a t i onsh i p , even t hough j udgemen t f or pa r t i cu l a r
cons t ruc t i ons- i n- con t ex t may be wa r r an t ed . S t i l l , i n ep i sode 3 A t e l l s a s t or y
w i t hou t any f u l l y e l abor a t ed sen t ences , and t h i s sur e l y appea r s t o be somewha t
spec i a l . Thus , somewhe r e i n ep i sode 3 , t he r e ce r t a i n l y a r e subsen t en t i a l TCUs t ha t
a r e no t canon i ca l . I n shor t , t he t e rms ' t e l egr am ' or ' e l l i ps i s ' a r e t oo broad . One
shou l d a t l eas t d i s t i ngu i sh be t ween t hr ee ca t egor i es :

(1) � me r e f r agmen t s ;
(2) � subsen t en t i a l expr ess i ons compos i ng a TCU , bu t no t be i ng canon i ca l i n a g i ven

pos i t i on ;
(3) � subsen t en t i a l expr ess i ons compos i ng a TCU , be i ng canon i ca l i n a g i ven

pos i t i on .

The au t hor s f ee l t ha t such a d i f f e r en t i a t i on wou l d he l p us t o be t t e r unde r s t and and
assess t he l i ngu i s t i c prob l ems an agr amma t i c pe r son con f ron t s i n t a l k - i n -
i n t e r ac t i on . I n t he f o l l ow i ng , con t i nued r e f e r ence i s made t o ' t e l egr aph i c s t y l e ' , bu t
w i t h t hese r ese r va t i ons and l a rge l y f or cons i s t ency w i t h ea r l i e r usage i n t h i s pape r .

The cor e aphas i o l og i ca l ques t i on o f t h i s pape r was : wha t i s ach i eved by
agr amma t i c pa t i en t s by r esor t i ng t o t e l egr aph i c s t y l e as an adap t i ve s t r a t eg i c
op t i on? For pa t i en t A , a t l eas t one answe r i s s t r a i gh t f orwa rd : i n ep i sode 3 , he r
subsen t en t i a l expr ess i ons promp t he r co - pa r t i c i pan t i n t o a ve r y ac t i ve co -
cons t ruc t i on ( compa r e Goodw i n 1995) . A l mos t ha l f o f t he s t or y i s ve rba l i zed by B ,
desp i t e t he f ac t t ha t i t was A who r emembe r ed some t h i ng wor t h t e l l i ng . He r i n i t i a l
' Ach ' i nd i ca t es t ha t she r emembe r ed some t h i ng f or t e l l i ng t o B. Neve r t he l ess , B
has wor k t o do t o make some t h i ng o f A ' s expr ess i ons i n orde r t o ge t t he s t or y
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cons t ruc t ed . She has t o comp l e t e expr ess i ons by A or o t he rw i se r econs t ruc t t hem ,
and a t one po i n t ( l i ne 17 as a r esponse t o A ' s ges t ur e i n l i ne 11) she comes t o say
some t h i ng f or wh i ch A wou l d be t he au t hor i t a t i ve t e l l e r ( t he l oca t i on ) . I n ep i sode
I B does pa r t i c i pa t e i n t he co - cons t ruc t i on o f t he t a l k , bu t t h i s l a rge l y t akes t he
f orm o f ' r ecep t i on ' u t t e r ances - o f f e r i ng t he r ec i p i en t ' s unde r s t and i ng o f wha t has
been conveyed . Bu t i n ep i sode 3 , t he burden o f ve rba l co - produc t i on on B ' s
shou l de r s i s o f a d i f f e r en t cha r ac t e r f rom t ha t i n o t he r ep i sodes f or wh i ch ep i sode
1 was on l y a r epr esen t a t i ve examp l e . He r e she becomes t he v i r t ua l speake r - on A ' s
beha l f - f or t h i ngs wh i ch A does no t adequa t e l y say f or he r se l f , and f or wh i ch A
he r se l f dep l oys a d i f f e r en t t urn des i gn . The ' d i v i s i on o f l abour ' , pr esen t i n a l l t a l k -
i n - i n t e r ac t i on , i s d i f f e r en t i n ep i sode 3 f rom t ha t i n ep i sode 1. Two f ur t he r
obse r va t i ons have a bea r i ng on t h i s c l a i m :

(1) � The d i sp l ay o f spec i a l l y enhanced a t t en t i on by B was men t i oned as soon as A
has l aunched he r s t or y abou t Mr Ah i e r t w i t h a f r agmen t a r y expr ess i on , t ha t i s ,
an expr ess i on on wh i ch B had t o wor k i n a f ash i on d i f f e r en t f rom t ha t wh i ch
r ec i p i en t s ord i na r i l y have t o br i ng t o bea r on u t t e r ances .

(2) � When d i scuss i ng t he t roub l e phase i n l i ne 6 o f ep i sode 3 , i t was men t i oned t ha t
A ' s behav i our does no t d i sp l ay t he ord i na r y pr e f e r ence f or se l f - cor r ec t i on . I t
was no t ed t ha t A conveyed t he i mpr ess i on o f be i ng open t o B ' s he l p upon
encoun t e r i ng t roub l e i n t he t urn ' s produc t i on .

Pe rhaps t he use o f t e l egr aph i c s t y l e i s , i n gene r a l , a r esour ce f or mob i l i z i ng t he co -
pa r t i c i pan t t o ge t mor e - and d i f f e r en t l y- engaged i n t he co l l abor a t i ve con -
s t ruc t i on o f ve rba l expr ess i ons . Th i s wou l d exemp l i f y a ma j or exp l o i t a t i on o f one
o f t he mos t consequen t i a l f ea t ur es o f conve r sa t i ona l organ i za t i on f or na t ur a l
l anguage : t he ava i l ab i l i t y o f t he organ i za t i on o f r epa i r , and i n pa r t i cu l a r t he
poss i b l e i nvo l vemen t o f a r ec i p i en t i n con t r i bu t i ng t o r epa i r on a speake r ' s t urn ,
a l l ows f or a f l ex i b i l i t y i n t he dep l oymen t o f l anguage i n t a l k - i n- i n t e r ac t i on - i n
amb i gu i t y , po l ysemy , r edundancy , a l l us i on , j ok i ng . . . and i mpa i rmen t - - a f l ex i -
b i l i t y wh i ch wou l d no t o t he rw i se be t o l e r ab l e i n a na t ur a l sys t em o f behav i our bas i c
t o organ i zed human l i f e (Scheg l o f f 1989 , pp . 142- 144) .

���

Conc l us i on and pe r spec t i ves
The r e a r e seve r a l subs t an t i ve po i n t s eme rg i ng f rom an exam i na t i on o f t hese
ma t e r i a l s wh i ch i nv i t e f ur t he r i nves t i ga t i on ac ross va r i ous aphas i c pe r sons i n a
va r i e t y o f con t ex t s :

(1) � Te l egr aph i c speech se r ves t o d i sp l ay t roub l e i n a d i s t i nc t i ve way . Aphas i c
e f f or t s t o speak i n f u l l gr amma t i ca l sen t ences a l so d i sp l ay t roub l e , o f cour se ,
bu t t he r e a r e d i f f e r en t k i nds and f orms o f t roub l e , and t hey en t e r and a r e t aken
up i n i n t e r ac t i on i n d i f f e r en t ways . These w i l l sus t a i n subs t an t i a l f ur t he r
i nqu i r y and spec i f i ca t i on . Howeve r , i t appea r s t ha t

(2) � Te l egr aph i c speech , as a d i s t i nc t i ve f orm o f prob l ema t i c t a l k , can se r ve t o
mob i l i ze he l p f rom t he co - pa r t i c i pan t , and i s dep l oyed t o exp l o i t t h i s f ea t ur e .
Fur t he rmor e , t e l egr aph i c speech appea r s t o mob i l i ze a d i f f e r en t f orm o f he l p
t han do o t he r f orms o f prob l ema t i c t a l k - he l p i n wh i ch t he r ec i p i en t a r t i cu l a t es
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i n t he f i r s t i ns t ance robus t ve r s i ons o f wha t t he aphas i c pe r son ' means t o say ' ,
as compa r ed t o he l p i n wh i ch t he r ec i p i en t d i sp l ays f or con f i rma t i on or
r e j ec t i on t he i r unde r s t and i ng o f wha t t he aphas i c pe r son has sa i d . For ano t he r
accoun t o f a c i r cums t ance i n wh i ch desc r i bab l e pr ac t i ces a r e emp l oyed f or
br i ng i ng t he r ec i p i en t t o a r t i cu l a t e wha t t he t e l l e r means t o t e l l , t he de l i ve r i ng
o f bad news , see Scheg l o f f (1988) .

(3) � The r e i s a sugges t i on i n t he ma t e r i a l s exam i ned t ha t s t or y t e l l i ng i n
conve r sa t i on i s a f orm o f t a l k f or wh i ch t e l egr aph i c produc t i on i s o f enhanced
r e l evance . I n pa r t t h i s i s because s t or y t e l l i ng may be t aken t o r equ i r e mor e
sus t a i ned t r a j ec t or i es o f t a l k by t he t e l l e r , w i t hou t bene f i t o f i n t e rpo l a t ed t urns
by r ec i p i en t s . For an aphas i c t e l l e r , i t ho l ds open t he need f or sus t a i ned t a l k i ng
w i t hou t u t t e r ances by o t he r s on wh i ch t he aphas i c pe r son ' s t a l k can be bu i l t ,
on wh i ch i t may be sca f f o l ded . I t i s pr ec i se l y i n t ha t f orm o f t a l k - i n- i n t e r ac t i on ,
i n wh i ch r ecur r en t t urn t r ans f e r a t each poss i b l e t urn comp l e t i on i s pu t i n t o
po t en t i a l abeyance , t ha t aphas i c speake r s appea r t o adop t ways o f t a l k i ng t ha t
prov i de f or t he i r r ec i p i en t s t o i n t e rpo l a t e t a l k i n t o t he i r own . I s t h i s a me r e
co i nc i dence?

A l l o f t hese obse r va t i ons and t en t a t i ve l i nes o f enqu i r y have he r e eme rged by
br i ng i ng conve r sa t i on - ana l y t i c t echn i ques o f ana l ys i s t o bea r on r ecorded da t a o f
na t ur a l l y occur r i ng ep i sodes o f t a l k - i n- i n t e r ac t i on be t ween acqua i n t ances o f l ong
s t and i ng , one o f whom has been d i agnosed as aphas i c . A CA - ass i s t ed aphas i o l ogy
wou l d br i ng such ana l ys i s t o bea r on o t he r ma t e r i a l s i nvo l v i ng t hese pa r t i c i pan t s ,
and on s i m i l a r i n t e r ac t i ons i nvo l v i ng o t he r pa r t i c i pan t s , t o es t ab l i sh t he i r
r ecur r ence , t he i r spec i f i c i t y , and t he mechan i sms by wh i ch such r egu l a r i t i es o f
conduc t as may be es t ab l i shed a r e produced . Wor k o f t h i s sor t proceeds on t wo
t r acks - de t a i l ed ana l ys i s o f s i ng l e ep i sodes o f i n t e r ac t i on ( as i n t he pr i or sec t i ons
o f t h i s pape r ) and mor e f orma l t r ea t men t o f r ecur r en t pr ac t i ces and organ i za t i ons
o f pr ac t i ce . The pay- o f f s t o aphas i o l ogy o f wor k a l ong t hese l i nes shou l d be sough t
on bo t h t r acks .
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Append i x : L i s t o f abbr ev i a t i ons

acc . / ACC � � accusa t i ve
a r t . � a r t i c l e

da t . / DAT � � da t i ve
DEM � demons t r a t i ve
I NF � i n f i n i t i ve
masc . � mascu l i ne
nom . � � nom i na t i ve
NP � noun phr ase
p l . / PL � � p l ur a l
POL � po l i t e addr ess f orm
PRC � pa r t i c i p l e
PRT � pa r t i c l e
sg . � s i ngu l a r
TCU

�

t urn cons t ruc t i ona l un i t
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Some r ema r k on t he t r ansc r i p t i on and t r ans l a t i on

Tr ansc r i p t conven t i ons have been f o l l owed as ou t l i ned by A t k i nson and He r i t age
1984 , pp . i x - xv i w i t h t he f o l l ow i ng t hr ee m i nor add i t i ons or qua l i f i ca t i ons .

(1) � Any ma t e r i a l be t ween s l ashes i nd i ca t es e r roneous speech ( f or examp l e ,
pa r aphas i as ) . The exac t na t ur e o f t he e r ror ( s ) i s exp l a i ned i n t he t ex t . I l l ega l
om i ss i ons o f f unc t i on words a r e i nd i ca t ed i n t he or i g i na l t ex t by an ' om . '
f o l l owed by t he ca t egor y t o wh i ch t he om i t t ed e l emen t be l ongs . As f or t he
e r ror s , t hese i l l ega l om i ss i ons a r e a l so pu t be t ween s l ashes .

(2) � I ncompr ehens i b l e speech and i t s dur a t i on i s i nd i ca t ed by t he numbe r o f

sy l l ab l es g i ven t he speake r ' s bea t ; t he who l e i s pr esen t ed i n doub l e round
br acke t s . See examp l e 5 i n t he i n t roduc t or y pa r t .

(3) � The dash i nd i ca t es a m i c ropause , t ha t i s an ex t r eme l y shor t pause - probab l y
shor t e r t han t he exp l ana t i ons by A t k i nson and He r i t age m i gh t sugges t ( ' a
shor t un t i med pause ' ) .

The pr esen t a t i on o f t he Ge rman or i g i na l f o l l ows t he norma l ru l es o f Ge rman

or t hogr aphy . Th i s ho l ds a l so f or non - s t anda rd and Be r l i n - spec i f i c pronunc i a t i ons :
t hey a r e wr i t t en i n such a way t ha t t he app l i ca t i on o f t he ru l es o f Ge rman

or t hogr aphy wou l d l ead t o t he ac t ua l pronunc i a t i on used by t he conve r san t . I n
add i t i on t o t he Be r l i n i sms a l r eady men t i oned , t he f r equen t change o f sy l l ab l e - i n i t i a l
[g - ] t o Be r l i n i sh [ i - I shou l d be men t i oned .

I n pos i t i ons whe r e i n Eng l i sh t r ansc r i p t i ons f r equen t l y an ' uh ' appea r s , Ge rman

speake r s (or a t l eas t Be r l i ne r s ) have t wo poss i b i l i t i es - e i t he r ' äh ' or ' hm ' . The
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sound i nd i ca t ed by ' äh ' i s no t a l ways so open as t he a- um l au t m i gh t sugges t , bu t
i t seems t o be t he bes t approx i ma t i on . The ' hm ' i nd i ca t es a hummed sound

produced w i t h c l osed mou t h and a weake r or s t ronge r pu f f t hrough t he nose . Th i s
seems t o be t yp i ca l no t on l y f or Be r l i ne r s or Ge rmans , bu t f or mos t speake r s i n
Cen t r a l Europe .

The au t hor s dec i ded no t t o g l oss t he Ge rman t ex t i n i d i oma t i c Eng l i sh , bu t t o

g i ve an i n t e r l i nea r word - by- word t r ans l a t i on ( excep t f or a f ew comp l ex u t t e r ances ) .
Th i s pr ac t i ce i s based on t he cons i de r a t i on t ha t - a t l eas t f or t he pa t i en t - t he
or i g i na l Ge rman i s no t s t anda rd or i d i oma t i c . Fur t he rmor e , mos t o f t he expr ess i ons
o f t he pa t i en t a r e ve r y shor t so t ha t a word - by- word t r ans l a t i on wou l d co i nc i de
w i t h i d i oma t i c g l osses anyway . I n add i t i on , a l l e r ror s and om i ss i ons a r e i nd i ca t ed
i n t he or i g i na l Ge rman by s l ashes , and t he exac t na t ur e o f t he e r ror or prob l em i s

exp l a i ned i n t he ana l y t i c desc r i p t i ons .
Occas i ona l l y exp l ana t or y abbr ev i a t i ons a r e a t t ached t o an Eng l i sh word or

be t ween t wo Eng l i sh words :

" � The Ge rman demons t r a t i ve pronoun ' d - ' i s f r equen t l y used as a pe r sona l
pronoun w i t h on l y a m i l d l y demons t r a t i ve t ouch . I n t he t r ans l a t i on , t h i s i s
i nd i ca t ed by t he Eng l i sh pe r sona l pronoun w i t h an a t t ached ' - DEM ' .

" � When one s i ng l e word i n Ge rman r equ i r es mor e t han one word i n Eng l i sh , t hese
words a r e connec t ed by hyphens . Examp l e : Ge rman ' m i r ' (= da t i ve o f ' i ch / I ' )

appea r s i n t he t r ans l a t i on as ' t o- me ' . I n t h i s con t ex t i t shou l d be men t i oned t ha t
a pr epos i t i on and an a r t i c l e a r e f r equen t l y con t r ac t ed i n t o one word i n such a

way t ha t numbe r , case and gende r o f t he a r t i c l e r ema i ns r ecogn i zab l e . Th i s

appea r s i n t he Eng l i sh t r ans l a t i on as pr epos i t i on l i nked w i t h a hyphen t o ' t he '

(w i t hou t f ur t he r spec i f i ca t i on o f numbe r , gende r , and case , i f no t necessa r y ) .
" � I n t he oppos i t e case , when t wo or mor e words i n Ge rman r equ i r e j us t one word

i n Eng l i sh , t he Eng l i sh equ i va l en t s t o t he Ge rman words a r e connec t ed by do t s .

Examp l e : Ge rman ' nach Hause ' / Eng l i sh ' t o . home ' i n con t ex t s such as ' W i r

gehen nach Hause / we go t o . home ' .

Reade r s w i t hou t any know l edge o f Ge rman a r e urged t o keep i n m i nd a l so t he
h i n t s i n t he i n t roduc t i on conce rn i ng word orde r , use o f pe r f ec t t ense , and pa r t i c l es .
I n add i t i on , i t shou l d be men t i oned t ha t Ge rman has no do - suppor t , e i t he r i n

ques t i ons or i n nega t i ons .
I n orde r t o f ac i l i t a t e unde r s t and i ng o f t he t r ans l a t i on , a word has some t i mes been

added wh i ch does no t cor r espond t o any word i n t he Ge rman or i g i na l . These
added words a r e pr esen t ed i n cur l y br acke t s .
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